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when the Clerk has called the roll, a member 
should get up, and, in defiance of this resolution, 
propose to proceed to elect a Speaker by ballot, 
would any man deny their right to do so, because 
a resolution of the last Congress ordered it other- 
wise? Certainly not. It was the election of 
Speaker that organized the House; and it was not 
fairly organized before the Speaker was placed in 
possession of the chair; but the resolution would 
not be obligatory on the next Congress at all, 
unless they pleased to abide by it. it would be 
inoperative, and therefore he thought it needless 
to adopt it. One gentleman had said that the pas- 
sage of the resolution would be an expression of 
our opinion as to what ought to be the mode of | 
procedure in matters of this description, but that | 
would be as useless as it would be to apprize the | 
House who should be their next Speaker. Sup- | 
pose, at the close of the present session, a resolu- | 
tion was brought forward expressive of the thanks | 
of the House to the Speaker, and asking the next 
Congress to reinstate him, would any member 
expect such a resolution would be entertained ? 
Mr. J. presumed not. And yet had we not as 
much right to advise them whom to elect, as to 
direct the mode by which they should elect? 

It was not necessary at that time to enter at 
large into the question whether the mode of 
electing by ballot or viva voce was best calculated 
to preserve the dignity and character of that | 
House, but he would content himself with recur- | 
ring to one fact, and see what practised statesmen 
thought of the matter. 
that for many years past, the whole energies and | 
exertions of the opposition party in England have | 
been directed to obtain the very thing we are pro- 
posing to abolish in that House—vote by ballot, 
which their we have, up to the present 
time, prevented. We were told by an able his- | 
torian that what the crown had lost in prerogative | 
it had gained in influence, and the minister knows 
he,can only ensure and perpetuate that influence | 
by the command he has over the votes. He 
holds on for viva voce voting, and why? Because, | 
in the ballot, men may not always follow the | 
‘*fugleman,’’ when giviog their votes. In spite, 
then, of all that had been said to the contrary, he 
was induced to believe that election by ballot was 
the best, if not the only mode calculated to pre- 
serve the chara€ter of that House. But, say | 
some, our Government has not become so corrupt, | 
and our members are not so deficient of independ- | 
ence as to wish to vote secretly. Here is a sly 
insinuation on one side or the other, not at first 
visible. Heisso independent, and so far removed 
above corrupting influence, that he may betrusted 
to give his vote openly, or, on the other hand, he 
cannot be trusted to vote agreeable to the wishes 
of his constituents, unless he be closely watched 
atevery step? The argument involved a com- 
pliment on one side, and a direct censure on the 
other. 
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Now it was well known || 


|| thought the better course for each branch of the 
|| committee to present its own views upon the sub- 
|| ject of their investigations. 


| pr 





Mr. J. did not believe that our constituents felt || 


that interest in the election of officers of the House 


He never could bring himself to believe that they 
desired to know how their members voted in the 
election of clerk, sergeant-at-arms, deputy clerks, 


door-keepers, &c., but he did believe that in the | 
organization of parties it sometimes became neces- | 


sary to know how those offices were disposed of, 


and whether any undue influence had been exer- | 


cised. Now, it was for the purpose of preventing 
that very thing that he should vote against the 
adoption of the present resolution. He could not 
reconcile it to himself to lay down a rule for the 
guidance of others, which had been no rule for his 
own conduct. If the resolution be intended to 
operate upon only a single election, and the only 
one that may reasonably be expected to come 
before us, that of printer, and if he be considered 
an officer of the House, then Mr. J. conceived that 
the present House could not go into the election 


\| 
which some gentlemen seemed to think they did. | 
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f 
at all, for the reasons before assigned. If it bo | 
intended not to operate upon him alone, but only | 
| in the contingency of a vacancy in the place of 
Speaker, Clerk, sergeant-at-arms, &c., by death 
or otherwise, then he would say “ sufficient unto 
| the day is the evil thereof;”” and when it became 

necessary to elect any of those officers, then it 
| will be time enough to prescribe to ourselves the || 











House would lay them under no obligation to | 
follow it. For these reasons he deemed the reso- || 
lution unnecessary, and he therefore should vote | 
| against it. | 
| Mr. HAWES said, it must be evident to every || 
| member, that this discussion was interrupting all | 
| the regular business of the House, and the elabo- || 
rate debate that had already taken place, had 1 
elicited the opinions of both parties, he thought || 
sufficiently; he therefore moved the previous ques- || 
tion. 
The House refused to sustain the call; ayes 76, 


noes 99. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 27, 1835. 


After the Journal of yesterday had been read, 
BILL TO REORGANIZE THE POST OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. EWING moved that the Senate take up the 
bill and report of the Post Office Committee. || 
The motion was agreed to, and the reading of 
the report was concluded. || 

Mr. GRUNDY then rose and said that the || 
| report which had just been read embraced the 
| opinions of three members of the committee. The || 
| gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Rosinson]and him- || 
self, being the remaining members of the commit- 
tee, had prepared a paper containing their own 
| views on most of the subjects upon which the |! 
| majority had given their opinion, and without 
| reference to their report. When it was found that 
they could not agree upon the report, it was |, 
1] 
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He moved for leave to present the paper he held | 
in his hand, as containing the views of the minor- 
ity of the committee. _ 

Leave having been granted, Mr. GRUNDY 
esented the paper which was read; after which, 
| Mr. GRUNDY said that at the last session 
| there was a great diversity of opinion as to what | 
| number of copies of the report should be printed. | 
The committee on this occasion wished to avoid | 
| any such difficulty, and by the unanimous consent | 
| 


| of the committee, he was directed to move that 
two thousand five hundred copies of the reports, || 
together with the documents, and five thousand |, 
extra copies of thereports, without the documents, || 
be printed for the use of the Senate. | 

The CHAIR here remarked that suc 
was out of order, until after the bill reported by |. 
the committee shouid be read. 

Mr. GRUNDY then yielded the floor, and the 
bill was read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY expressed a wish that the bill 
might be read the second time by its title; for the | 





|| that all the members of the committee had not had 
'| an opportunity of examining it. Ifit was perfect 
| in all its provisions so far as it went, still some 
| additional provisions might be ingrafted upon it, 
which would be likely to meet the unanimous ap- 
|| probation of the committee. 
|| Mr. EWING said that owing to the great pres- 
| sure of other business upon the members of the 
committee, they were unable to spend as much 
|| time upon the bill as was desirable. He was 





h motion |} 


| purpose of reference to the committee. Hestated || 
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mode of election. To prescribe it to another | pil! 


| tance, particularly that submitting the money op- 
| erations of the department to the government of 
| Congress. 
| lieved, that the distribution of the public treasure 
| without the intervention of Congress, was in di- 
| rect violation of the Constitution. 
|| posed to bring this department back and place it 
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| willing, therefore, that the motion should prevail, 


that the bill should be read the second time and 


| recommitted, under the assurance that it should 


be reported without delay. 
The bill was then read the second time by its 


| title, to wit: ‘* A bill changing the organization of 
| the General Post Office.”’ 


_Mr. GRUNDY then moved to recommit the 


ill. 

Mr. CLAY thought it would be better to order 
the bill to be printed, and then the committee 
could have it, as well as other members of the 
Senate, and they could prepare any amendments 
or improvements they might think proper. lt was 
a novel proceeding to reporta bill and then recom- 
mit it before it was printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that if it was recommitted 
it would be printed to-night. But he was not par- 
ticular with regard to it, if the committee would 
feel it as much their duty to examine it as if it was 
formally referred. ' 

Mr. CLAY replied, that if the bill was to be 
printed, he had no objection to the reference. 

Mr. CLAYTON said he had attended to the 
rovisions of the bill as they had been read, and 
e thought many of them of the utmost impor- 


He always considered, and still be- 


This bill pro- 


under the supervision and control of Congress. 
He saw no reason for recommitting the bill, unless 
the provisions in it were to be altered, and if they 
were, gentlemen could suggest such amendments 
as they proposed when the bill cameup. He did 
not meet and recommend the adoption of any 
other provisions which they might agree upon. 
Mr. GRUNDY said he would not persist in his 
motion. But he hoped the gentleman from Ohio, 


| (Mr. Ewine,] would name a day, where the bill 


might be taken up. 

Mr. PORTER said he agreed with the gentle- 
man from Delaware, (Mr. Crayron,] upon the 
importance of the provisions of the bill. But he 


| thought if the committee could improve it in its 


details, it ought to be recommitted, and there 
would be no difficulty in getting it printed. But 
with regard to printing the reports, he was appre- 
hensive some error might be fallen into, and per- 
haps he might afterwards be said to have given his 
assent to all the provisions of the report, a matter 
which had been imputed to him, on a similar 
occasion. He rose at this time more particularly 
to ask a question of the honorable chairman of 
the committee, [Mr. Grunpy.] It was whether 
at the last session of Congress, application had 
been made for an appropriation for the relief of 
the Post Office Department. 

Mr. GRUNDY replied, that he did not know. 
Something was said by the committee on that 
subject. But he had no recollection that a bill for 
ose was before them. 

ORTER resumed. The explanation of 
the honorable gentleman was as he expected. No 
such thing was before the committee. He desired 
to make the request he did on this floor, from the 
circumstance that, in an address published in the 
newspapers bearing the signature of a high officer 
—the President of the United States—his honora- 
ble colleague [Mr. Waccaman] and himself were 
charged with having voted againstsuch an appro- 
priation for the purpose of ernbarrassing that De- 
| partment, and preventing it from granting mail 
facilities to the citizens of the State they had the 
| honor to represent. This was the reason for his 





asking the question. He did not accuse that high 
| officer with intentional! misrepresentation. Butthe 
| accusation had gone out from the President of the 
| United States, and was made on the eve of an 
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important election in Louisiana. He (Mr. P.) | 
might have assented to the report of the majority | 
of the committee, but he did so as he assented to 
all other documents, the general tenor of which | 
he approved. 

The CHAIR here observed that such observa- 
tions were not in order. 

After some further remarks from Mr. PORTER, 
on the subject, 

Mr. EWING moved that the bill be made the 
special order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. CALHOUN said if the committee could be 
unanimous upon the provisions of the bill, which 
he looked upon as of great importance, it was 
very desirable that it should be recommitted. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he never saw the bill until 
yesterday morning, when he was not able to give 
it a very attentive examination. Since then he 
has been —_ much engaged. Some of its pro- 
visions he should fully concur in, perhaps all of 
them—he did not know. But he was satisfied | 
that the bill was susceptible of further important | 
improvements that were not in it, and in which | 
all the members of the committee, he thought, 
would concur. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved to recommit, but 
withdrew the motion, on the suggestion of the | 
Chair that there was a Wee pevopn 

Mr. PRESTON said, he ha 
fere in the disposition which was proposed to be | 
made of the bill, but he was anxious to be further 
informed on the subject; and first, he would put 
a question to the honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee. We had heard a most voluminous report 
with regard to the Post Office, together with the | 
views of the minority, and a bill for the reorgani- 
zation of the department. He would ask whether | 
it was the conclusion of the committee that the 
proposed reorganization of the department was a 
cure for the evils prevailing there, or in other | 
words, whether all the evils set forth in the report | 
were the result of an improper organization of the | 
Department? Now, could any gentleman say | 
that all the enormous evils set forth in the report 
were the result of such an improper organization? | 
It would be recollected that this was not the first | 
occasion on which developments of an extraordi- | 
nary character had been made, and that on the 
other occasion there was a unanimous vote of the | 
Senate strongly censuring the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The gentleman from Louisiana had alluded to 
the declaration of a high personage in allusion to 
himself, and he (Mr. P.) would call to mind | 








another declaration of the Chief Magistrate that || 
he was responsible for, and was the universal || 


organ of the executive departments. And while 

the declaration was fresh on the lips of the Presi- 

dent, that he was responsible for the whole ex- 

ecutive power of the Government, was he to be | 
told that these abuses resulted from an improper | 
organization of that department? He was very | 
loath to form an opinien from hearing the report 
read, but did any man doubt the turpitude of the 
Post Office? hen, hardly of the age of man, it 
was found steeped in corruption the most foul, the 
most melancholy. Why propose the mere reor- 
ganization of it, if those who had been fattening 
on it were still to be kept in? If the President 


was responsible, and the officers had acted im- || 


roperly, was this the House to submit the sub- | 
ject to? And should we stand by without saying | 
or doing anything in regard to the present state | 
of things in that department? But this was not 
the proper time to go into it; yet he was anxious 
for an occasion of exposing the culprit, whoever 
he might be, that he might lay his hands upon 
him, and hold him upto the public gaze. He 
hoped an opportunity would be afforded him for 
doing so, when he should think it his duty to 


brand him asa cu!prit before the people of this || 


country. Now, were we to be put off with only 
& prospective reorganization of the department 
for the purpose of correcting the evils which had 
been exposed? 


tleman from South Carolina, that the Committee 


did not think that all the mystery and evils which || it could meet the people of this Union. If a di- | 


no wish to inter- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











January ‘ 27, 





some of the individuals there, and the report ex- not to be deterred from it by any fear of conse- 
pressed it. But the remedy proposed was the || quences whatever. His object was that the peo- 


only one which Congress could adopt. As re- 
garded the corrupt individuals, the committee | 
thought that the President ought long since to have | 


| ple should know what impression this report made 
ere. 


Mr. CUTHBERT said that honorable gentle- 


removedthem. Perhaps the other branch of Con- || men were invited to pursue any course which 


body. Nothing, however, could be done here but | 


| gress ought to have brought them before this || their party zeal demanded. What he said was, 


that it was not good policy to mingle the feelings 


legislation, prospective legislation. The commit- || of party with the efficient proceedings of this com- 
tee did not shrink from a resolution which should || mittee. 


elicit the opinion of the committee, but that would 
| come as well from any other member of the Sen- 
ate as from the committee. The labors of the 
committee were before the Senate; and therefore 
they did not report any resolution for the action 
of the Senate; on had reported their views, and 
left them to the Senate to dispose of. 
Mr. CALHOUN hoped some Senator would | 
present a resolution giving some character to these 


| Mr. PRESTON asked the committee, whether 
it was intended by them to offer any resolution 
expressive of their opinions on this subject. He 
| knew he was a party man, and had his party feel- 
ings, and therefore he might well attribute some 
slight party feelings as having actuated others. 
Now, the committee had a right to report by bill 
| or otherwise, and the bill certainly did not express 
|| the feelings of this House. In regard to this 





developments. He listened to the report with |; subject, last year the committee reported resolu- 


sorrow and the deepest mortification. He had | 


tions expressive of their feelings with regard to 


been twenty-two years connected with this Gov- } it. Was there party in that? So far from it, 


ernment, and in all that time the charges of cor- 


ruption against all the departments of the Govern- || a ca 
'| ment that he had ever heard, were not equal to the 


disclosures here made. The exhibition would dis- 

race the rottenest ages of the Roman Republic. 
fie hoped every Senator would be called on in his 
place to say whether he sanctioned it. The guilt 
of the department was unquestionable; and it 
remained to be seen whether any Senator would 
rise here to defend it, and identify himself with 
it. If he could, and the public sentiment could 


bear it, and the President could bear it, and the | 


| people would submit to it, there was an end for- 


pety spirit had subsided on that occasion, quite 
m ensued, and the honorable chairman of the 
|| committee, who was always a zealous defender 
of anything which was defensible, concurred with 
| us in voting for the resolutions. In relation to the 
| Post Office, he had no other feelings but those of 
|| disapprobation at the palpable frauds which had 
|| been disclosed. For no purposes of party would 
he have such an exhibition of frauds go forth. He 
| attributed them only to the department—he did not 
know among what individuals they existed. He 
deplored it, that such an instrument existed against 
this Administration. But he hoped the committee 





ever to freedom. He hoped some gentleman would 
look into the subject, and propose some resolution 
suitable to the occasion. 

| Mr. CUTHBERT said he was far from agree- 
ing with the Senators from South Carolina. The 
committee had manifested much more wisdom in 
the course they had pursued than would have been 
done by adopting their recommendation. They 
had recommended legislative measures for the pur- 
pose of remedying evils which we could remedy. 
Did we want the voice of party again to resound 
through these Halls? If it was to be madea party 


|| cause, let it be made at a proper time, and not 


mingle it with the proceedings of this committee. 


|| Was this country so corrupt that the people were 
| 


incapable of seeing and correcting any errors 


| which might creep into the Government? or was 


the Government so corrupt thatan attempt should 
be made to weaken the attachment of the people 
to it, and the institutions of this country? 

Mr. BENTON said that the honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Catuoon,] if he 
understood him correctly, was in favor of institu- 
| ting, judicially, a criminal proceeding against the 

Post Office Department, for the purpose of trying 
Senators here. All he had to say, now, was, that 
he was ready, at any time, to proceed in any man- 
ner which was constitutional, and leave his con- 


duct to say whether he was governed by the tram- | 


mels of party. 
Mr. CALE1OUN replied, that he was surprised 
that honorable gentlemen should make this a party 
vestion. The minority themselves did not do so. 
ho ever dreamed of making it anew question ? 
If any party wished to identify themselves with 


these corruptions, let them step forth. Here were | 


volumes of documents, which not one hundredth 
part of the people would read, and they must 
receive an impression with regard to them from 


on this subject, and how were they to know them, 
but by the incorporation of their sentiments in a 
resolution for the action of this body? Did the 
honorable gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Curn- 


and its management? He could not believe he 
| did. On hearing the report read, he (Mr. C.) felt 
a deep and profound melancholy, that so much 


| rottenness should have found its way into a depart 
Mr. EWING. As to the inquiry of the gen- | 


| ment, in so shortatime. And the expression of 
| opinion he suggested, was the only way in which 


what we did here. What he said was, that the | 
people should know the opinions of Senators here || 


BERT] wish to identify himself with the Post Office || 


would report a resolution which should express 
in some sort the views of the Senate, and that it 
might act upon those who wielded the destinies of 
this country. 

The honorable gentleman from Georgia (said 
| Mr. P.) had alluded to party. Why stir up party 
| feelings now? We were beaten. He felt it, and 
| there was no use in exciting party spirit now when 
| no good could result from it. But here (said Mr. 
| P.) we are in a minority, and it was his sworn 
| duty to arrest, so far as was in his power, this 
| torrent of corruption which was flowing through 
/ and levelling everything in the land. He wanted 
| something to blot out, so far as it could be done, 
| this plague spot from this young country. No 
|| gentleman doubted the malfeasance of the Post 
|| Office, and that it was not conducted as it ought 

| to be for the honor of this nation—that it was dis- 
|| graceful to the United States. And when it was 
|| brought before us as it was, he would ask, was it 
|, proper to pass on to the orders of the day with 
|| the same coolness and indifferenge as if nothing of 
|| the sort had occurred? 

‘|| Mr. CUTHBERT said, if he had felt the in- 
fluence of the same spirit upon his feelings when 
|| he first rose, which now operated upon him, 
| owing to the altered tone of the gentleman’s last 
,\; remarks, he would not have risen. He was 
|| pleased with the beautiful tropes of the honorable 
| gentleman, and the delightful melody of his voice, 
‘| but when he spoke of the defeats of his party, 
| they were perhajs to be attributed in a great de- 
|| gree to the monstrous exaggerations of the period 
|| alluded to, which magnified mere error inio the 
|| most heinous crime. 

Mr. SOUTHARD then rose to speak, but gave 
|| way to 

| Mr. EWING, who move? an adjournment; 
'| which prevailed, and 

The Senate adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 27, 1835. 


Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, reported with an amendment the 
‘| joint resolution from the Senate, authorizing a 
| gold medal to be present to Colonel Croghan, 
|| and a sword to each of the officers under his com- 
\| mand, for their gallant defence of Fort Siephen- 
| son, during the late war. 

After some conversation between Messrs. PAR- 





had been exposed arose from the organization of || versity of opinion existed, it was due to theSen- || KER, SPEIGHT, and MERCER, the amend- 
the department, they believed that corruption ! ate that it should be done; and if no one would || ment was concurred in, and the resolution agreed 
existed in the department—foul corruption, among || present a resolution he would move it. He was || to. 





1885. 





INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 

Mr. LOVE, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to whom the resolution heretofore offered 
by Mr. McCARTY was committed, reported the 
same, with an amendment, as follows: ; 

Strike out after the word correspondence, in 
the fourth line, the words ‘‘ of all Indian agents, 
sub-agents, and other persons connected with the 
Indian department,’’ and insert after the words 
General Land Office, in the eighth line, the words 
‘of all Indian agents, sub-agents, and other per- 
sons,”’ and insert after the words reserves of land, 
in the tenth line, the words ‘‘ east of the Missis- 
sippi river.” 

Mr. CLAY was understood to ask that the 
consideration of the resolution might be deferred 
for the present. 

Mr. LOVE said the resolution as reported was 
unchanged, except as respected the printing. 

Mr. CLAY wished the amendment read again, 
as he had not perceived its full extent. © 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. LOVE said he would make a brief expla- 
nation. The resolution as amended by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs was confined in its oper- 
ations to those States east of the Mississippi river. 
The committee would have been gratified if it had 
been in their power to have circumscribed the 
information asked for within narrower limits; but 
to have done so would have been invidious. For 
instance, if they had recommended an inquiry 
into the transactions within the State of Alabama 
alone, the gentlemen from that State might well 
complain of an invidious distinction, and say, why 
were not Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan included? 
The committee have also been anxious to avoid 
any unnecessary expense in the preparation of 
this correspondence; but their duty to the House 
and to the country, and the importance of the 
matter involved, forbade them to limit it to any 
particular State or Territory. 

A few words on the principle of these reserva- 
tions. It was something like this: in the treaties | 
which gave rise to them, there were two stipula- 
tions in relation to these reservations. The first 
was, that the President of the United States was 
required to approve of the transfer and sale of | 
each reservation before it should be vested in the | 
purchaser; the second was, that the Indian agent 
should testify that the reservation had been sold 
for a valuable consideration, and that no fraud had 
been practised on the Indians in the purchase. 
The object of these stipulations was to protect 
both the Indians and the Government from fraud. 
It was impossible, therefore, that the President 
of the United States, or the Secretary of War, 
should have been, or could have been, conscious 
of frauds, if frauds had been committed. The 
frauds were said to be of this character, that agents | 
had combined with speculators in the purchase of || 
Indian reservations, and had certified that which 
was not true, viz: that a valuable consideration had 
been given, thereby defrauding both the Indians | 
and the Government of the United States. 
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Again: many of these reservations belonged to 
orphans; and the commission of those frauds had 
deprived them of subsistence. The resolution was 
not intended to affect any particular individuals, 
nor the Executive, nor any officer of the Govern- 
ment; but its object was to bring to light the cor- 
respondence of all those officers on the subject of 
the Indian reservations, so that the country might 
see if frauds had been committed—who had been 
guilty of them—and who had been defrauded— 
what contracts made were valid, and what not, 
and enable those who had rights which had been 
violated to set aside the contracts, or to institute 
proceedings in relation thereto. No action was 
proposed by the committee; but they asked only 
that the correspondence and necessary documents 
be furnished to the House, which may then be 
referred to one of its &tanding committees for such 
action as might be deemed requisite. 

The committee were well aware, and had duly 
considered, that those documents could not be got 
at without labor and some expense. They were 
well apprized of it before their recommendation 
of the resolution; but it was due to the nation, due 
to the Indians, and due to the Executive himself, 
that, if frauds existed, the facts should be known, 
and investigated; and as he remarked the other Hi 
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and more material objections than the mere item 
| of cost. 


| the call tobe unnecessary. It would be recollected 
| transcribe all the correspondence and documents 
| in relation to all the Indian reservations. 


| complaints in this branch of the Treasury Depart- | 
Tad it 


| office were upwards of one hundred thousand in 
|arrears? Then the first objection that presented 


| day, he did not believe that a single gentleman in } 


that House, if he was satisfied that frauds had been 
committed in an important branch of the public | 
service, would be deterred from voting for the | 
adoption of the resolution by the consideration of || 
its expense. Besides, Mr. L. was induced to be- | 
lieve that theamount had been very muchamplified, 
and that the labor would not be half as much as 
had been described. One gentleman said it would | 
take a few days, while another averred it as his 
opinion it would take months; and these conflicting 
statements showed it was a mere matter of opinion, 
without being based on facts. The maps were 
— prepared; and nothing was required but to 
copy them, and transcribethe letters and documents 
necessary. ; 

Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Kentucky 


must have misapprehended what he had said, and || 


he presunied many gentlemen who had objected to | 


the adoption of this resolution had done so merely | 


on the score of the expense. Mr. C. had other, | 


His first objection was that he believed 


by the House that the resolution called for the | 
services of those engaged in the land office to 


Was | 
the House unaware of the continual and annual 


ment, of its inabilities to perform its duties ? 
we not been notified, at the commencement of the | 
resent session, that, in spite of all the extra clerk | 
ire already employed, the patents in the land 


itself to his mind was, that the call was unneces- 
sary for such a mass of documents, not one-tenth 
of which would prove useful to the country or to 


that in connexion we might take into considera- | 


tion the great expense that would, and necessarily | 


must be incurred. And again, why call fora mass | 


of documents without any assurance that the || became private property. 


public interest required them to be made out at a 
great expense of labor and money; without taking | 
into consideration the cost of printing a volume 

of some seven or eight hundred pages, all at the 

public expense, and as far as any one knew, not | 
calculated to benefit any one portion or section of 
the country? This was an objection, but never- | 
thelss Mr. C. did not pretend to put it into the 
scale with the detection of the perpetration of fraud, 
if such existed. But why have not gentlemen 
made a specification, and then called for proof, 





| instead of involving the country in an immense 
| expense upon vague rumor? 
And this brought him (Mr. C.) toa still more || 


important objection. The House was then dis- | 
cussing a mere ex parte inquiry, and instituting an 
inquisition into the conduct of every agent of the 
Government, without any specific charge having 
been brought against any one of them, or without 
giving them notice of the trial, or investigation, 
they were about to undergo. Would not sucha 
course be unjust towards those individuals who 
had been intrusted with a great public duty to | 
bring their conduct before a committee for inves- 





tigation, without designating any specific charge, | 


or without giving those individuals any notice 
thereof? He did not expect a single member of | 
that House to rise in his place and say that he | 
had a well-founded suspicion against either the 
office or any individual employed in it. 

As far as regarded the State of which Mr. C. had | 
the honor to bea representative, not even rumor had | 
whispered that any fraudulent transactions had || 
taken place there, and why should the persons 
engaged there be brought up on an ex parte inqui- 
sition? Irreparable and irretrievable injury might 
be done to individuals in this branch of the ser- 
vice by the rerape measure. If the committee, 
or any gentleman of the House, were in posses- 
sion of a well-grounded charge of fraud, designate 
the party, and if they did, Mr. C. would be the 
last to vote against having a copy of every record 





“of every description, whether it respected the 
| President or any other functionary of the Govern- | 
| maent, that could bear upon the case, but do not || 
| draw upon one branch of the Treasu 
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ment for labor which it is impractica 
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form, unless its more important duties are ne- 
glected—duties which it is already incompetent to 
fulfil—for the purpose of bringing on a trial with- 
out previous notice. 

It seemed to him (Mr. C.) that these few objec- 
tions were unanswerable; he might urge more, 


‘ 


| but he did not wish to take up the time of the 
|| House in a lengthened discussion, the less so as 


he hoped the House would not adopt it without 


|, some modification, or taking some time to examine 


its details. 

Mr. PLUMMER said, having first made war 
on the resolution, as originally introduced by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. McCarry,] for 
reasons which he then stated to the House, and 

| the original resolution having been amended to 
meet his views, he withdrew all opposition, and 
would vote for its adoption in its modified form. 
It was true that he thought it an unnecessary con- 
sumption of time to require the clerks in the Gen- 
| eral Land Office, who had not aid enough to keep 
| up the current business of the office, to make out 
plats of the lands on which the Indian reservatione 
| were located. Hecould not conceive of any ben- 
efit the maps would be to the House or the coun- 
\try. That objection, however, was too unim- 
portant to induce him to vote against the whole of 
the resolution, or jeopardize its adoption by sub- 
mitting an amendment. He was in favor of the 
| call; it was due to the country, and the officers 
of the Government, that all of the documents in 
relation to lands held under the Indian treaties, 
should be published to the world. There were 
reservations under the treaty of Doak’s Stand, 
made in 1820, held by purchasers under regula- 
| tions of the War Department, the titles to which 
were not distinctly understood by those who had 
a right to know by what tenure and nature of 


'| titles all lands within the limits of Mississippi are 
| an individual member of the House. It was true, | 


held. The State has the right to tax those lands, 
as well as lands the titles to which were acquired 
directly by purchase from the Government, after 
the expiration of five years from the time they 
In some cases of res- 


|| ervations, it was unknown whether the lands 


reserved from sale for individuals of the Choctaw 
tribe were private property, or whether they had 
reverted to the General Government. If these 
reservations were private property, the State had 
aright totaxthem. If they beloamaa to the Gen- 
eral Government, they ought to be brought into 
market and offered for sale as other public lands. 
There were no records in the State showing these 
| facts. 

As regards the matter of expense, he said that 
was of little importance compared with the import- 
ance of investigating the frauds charged by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Love,] who is, 
on this occasion, the organ of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. The objections which he urged, 
and enlarged upon the other day, in relation to 
the expense of furnishing and prmting the infor- 
mation proposed to be obtained, he repeated, had 
been obviated by the adoption of the amendment 
which he then offered, and became incorporated 
| into the body of the resolution. He repelled the 

idea that the item of expense would induce him 
on any occasion to screen a public officer, charged 
with improper conduct, from an investigation, nor 
deprive the people, or their representatives, of 
useful information. He only objected toa useless 
and unnecessary expenditure of the people’s 
money, for the publication of new editions of doc- 
uments and papers which would never be read. 

Mr. P. did not understand the gentleman from 
Kentucky, nor any one who preferred the charge 
of fraud against the agents of the Government as 
locating the charge in Mississippi. The gentleman 
[Mr. Love] says that hedid not. Healsounder- 
stood the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Barrincer,| who touched on this subject the 
other day, as making the same disclaimer as to 
| Mississippi. He therefore did not feel called on 

to either defend or eulogize his constituents. 
Their conduct would bear the most scrutinizing 
| investigation, so far as his (Mr. P.’s) knowledge 
| extended, and he probably knew more on that 
subject than any gentleman on the floor. Nor 


' 


was it right that gentlemen on this floor should be 
| allowed to require the charge to be located in any 
| particular section of the country, since it had come 
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from a standing committee of the House. 
claimer as to each of those States in which the 
venue was not intended, he said, would necessarily 
locate the charge of fraud in some 
tion of the country, which would 
this time, on a proposition to call for information, 


and might create heart-burnings calculated to do | 
evil, and prevent an impartial investigation of the || 


subject. The difficulties and the extraordinary 


state of affairs growing out of the investigation of | 


the alleged frauds in relation to land matters which || 


THE CONGR 
A dis- a 


| there to-day, in invert 
articular sec- || 
ono good at || 


had taken place within the past year, in his own || 


State, was a sufficientcommentary on doing things 
in an improper manner. Gentlemen were, how- 
ever, mistaken in supposing that this was a reso- 
lution of inquiry, or proposed to investigate the 
alleged frauds. It only called for the record, for 


documents, for facts which would enable this | 
House or any indvidual in the community to lay | 


their finger on the particular reservation in relation 


to which a fraud had been committed, or on the | 


identical officer said to be guilty. The gentleman 
from Kentucky was mistaken, (said Mr. P.,) so 
far as his knowledge extended in relation to the 
manner of transferring and approval of those 


transfers by the President of Indian reservations. | 
y 


Mr. P. would not, however, enlarge on the sub- 
ject. 
to the sale or transfer of Indian reservations which 


the President or any of the heads of departments | 
were anxious to conceal from the members of this | 
House, or any individual inthecommunity. He | 
had been permitted to examine any portion of | 
these papers and documents, in relation to which | 


hia constituents desired information, and other 
gentlemen would be allowed the same privilege on 
application. Nor would any objection be made 
by them to spread the whole of the documents 


before the people of the nation, who have a right | 


to know and inquire into the actings and doings 
of their agents. He concluded by expressing a 
desire that the discussion might be brought toa 
close, and the resolution as amended be adopted 
without opposition, 

Mr. LOVE addressed the House a few minutes 
in explanation, in reply to the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Cray,] in relation to this resolu- 
tion. [twas not aninvestigation. The committee 
had notimplicated any particular individual. That 
subject was left for the action of the House. With 
regard to that class of individuals known as specu- 


| on the subject of the resolution, in reply to what 
| gentlemen in the preceding part of the debate, at 
_Ueman from Mississippi had taken his seat. 


There was no secret transactions in relation || 


_ nation, inasmuch as a different direction had been 
| given to the resolution, referring it to a committee 


| man from his own State, and inasmuch as two of 


lators in Indian reservations he confessed he had || 


little faith or confidence in them, as aclass. They | 


had not only been in the habit of not only cheat- 
ing the Indians, but the Government also; and 


many of them had realized fortunes by such | 


means. There might be, and doubtless was, many 
honorable men among them; but he repeated, asa 
class they had not his confidence. Anater remark 

Many of these Indian claims were traneferred. 
There were hundreds within the State which the 
Government did not know whether it had the 
power of taxing or not. The information, there- 
fore, contemplated by the resolution would be of 
immense importance to the State, by enabling it to 
levy the taxes of which it had heretofore been 
deprived. 


capable of perpetrating any fraud upon the Gov- 


' diana. The moment he saw the report he detected | 


Mr. McKINLEY said hebelieved the resolution 


might be so modified as to meet the views of all. 
If the gentleman would allow it to lay afew days 
upon the table such amendments would doubtless 
be made. One suggestion he would now make: 
an alteration was desirable in relation to the maps 
designed to accompany the correspondence and 


document. In Scene point of view, he was 
favorably disposed towards the adoption of the 
resolution. The rumor of fraud scems to demand 


investigation. 
Mr. EWLNG said he understood the gentleman 


‘from Alabama [Mr. McKinzey] now to admit 


that gross frauds did exist. 

Mr. McKINLEY said he referred to rumors. 

Mr. EWING, after some further remarks, not 
distinctly understood, referred to the gratuitous 
remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Laner,]} as reported in the Globe the other day, in 
relation to the high character for integrity of the 
people of his State. 
been uncalled for, as their reputation had not been 
attacked. 


the delay of its appearance till this morning. | ; , 
| Now, then, it seemed that his great offence, as he | the report of J. N. Reynolds, relative to certain 


| apprehended it, was, that he had dared to say the 


_ minded men. 


'| immediate representative of a 
_ he ought to have some interest in the State of In- 





'| statement made in the Globe, as a report of the 


remarks of his colleague. The remarks given 
' commas, as a quotation, 
were not those delivered by that gentleman to the 


House. He denied the accuracy of the report, 


| and its correction. 


We are prevented from giving so full a report 
of Mr. Ewina’s remarks as we would have wished, 


owing to the distance of his seat from the re- 


poe ’s desk, and the consequent difficulty of 
we’ 

Mr. LANE said he could assure the House that | 

the respect which he owed to himself, and to the 

House, would prevent him from any attempt to 


enter into a personal discussion or collision on 


this subject. He would confine himself to the 
statement of facts as they existed—truth as it ex- 
isted, without the fear of contradiction; and con- 
tradict it who will, sir, (said Mr. L.,) it shall be at 
the peril—— 

The SPEAKER called Mr. L. to order. 

Mr. L. proceeded. He had made some remarks 


fell from one of his honorable colleagues, and other 
the conclusion of the discussion, and after the gen- 


Mr. L. rose late in the debate to give an expla- 





of the House, which he believed would investigate 
it, and make the inquiry whether frauds had been 
peaprtneeee or not, and call for such papers, and 
such papers alone, as would be calculated to fix 


_ or locate the charges of fraud. He would vote for 


it. He did not profess to give thel age used | 
by himself on that occasion verbatim, But he did | 
it substantially, if not literally. He stated to the 

House that he felt it his duty to say one word in | 
reference to the people of Indiana, inasmuch as 
the resolution having originated with the gentle- 


his honorable colleagues [Messrs. Ewine and Mc- 
Carty] had expressed a belief that frauds had 
been perpetrated in the transfer of Indian reserva- 
tions, it might be supposed that some of those | 
frauds had taken place in Indiana. He said of | 
the people of his State that he believed a purer | 
and more honest population did not exist in any | 
State; that they were high-minded aid honorable, | 
and that he had been acquainted with most, if not 
all, of the Indian agents for the last twenty years; | 
and he believed them to be honest men, and in- | 


ernment, upon an Indian, or upon an individual. 
These were his remarks, and those who sat near | 
him would, he had no doubt, recognise them. In | 
the report of them, by the omission of a word or 
two, he was made to say, that inasmuch as *‘ two 
of his colleagues had, if fraud had been perpetra- | 
ted, located them in that State,”’ he felt it his duty 
to say this much in defence of the people of In- 


the mistake, and immediately addressed a note to | 
the reporter, giving the very substance, if not the 
letter of his remarks, as now stated by him. The | 
aper for Monday, he presumed, had been made up | 
efore his note reached the office; and this caused | 





gentleman’s constituents were honest and high- | 
He seemed to claim the exclusive 
privilege of eulogizing and defending his own con- | 
stituents. Mr. L. had supposed that, though the 
rticular district, 





| diana generally; and he furthermore thought that 


This he conceived to have | 


the State had some claims upon himself; nor did 


anything calculated to invoke the bitter comments 
that had been made. He would assure his hon- 
orable colleagues on his left and on his right, that 


‘he never should have complained if they had 


_ thought proper to compliment his constituents; on 


the contrary, they should each and severally have 


he believe he had violated any stated rule, or done 
received, as in his opinion they would have mer- | 


| ited, his sincere thanks. | 


|| previous remarks, and the circumstances connected 
Mr. E, said he had risen chiefly to correct the || therewith, he again averred fo be true and not 


What Mr. L. had stated with reference to his 
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false, and he could only say, that whoever contra- 
dicted him, would himself be an individual who 
asserted a falsehood. He was aware that it was 
easy to be mistaken in that House as to particular 
words employed. He did not intend, in the re. 
marks he made, to charge either of his colleagues 
with having located the perpetration of the frauds 
referred to in Indiana, but he thought as the 
honorable member from Mississippi (Mr. Cage] 
had taken occasion to defend the people of hig 
State, Mr. L. was apprehensive that they might 
be supposed by the House to have originated in 
his State. He was at a loss to conceive wherein 
he had committed any offence. He had nothing 
more to say for himself. He could assure his hon- 
orable colleagues, however, that he thought, and 
he had no doubt the House thought, the remarks 

uncalled for. Mr. L. had corrected them, and 

| corrected them timely, and the correction was 
| published; and he could assure those gentlemen 
that De should always avoid any thing, by act, 
word, or deed, calling in question their motives, 
| their integrity, or their attention to the best inte- 








| rests of their constituents; that he should never 


| take pleasure in casting the slightest imputation 
| upon them, but should always treat them with 
| kindness and good feeling, and would ever be 
ready to codéperate with them in any thing and 
every thing they may undertake, calculated to 
promote the interest of their constituents, the in- 
terest and prosperity of our State, and the interest 
and prosperity of the Union; and if ever heshould 
be capable of saying aught to reflect upon the 
character of his constituents, he should feel him- 
self unworthy of a seat upon that floor, When- 
ever hecould bring himself to travel unnecessarily 
out of the way, to impugn their motives, he would 
do it elsewhere than in that House; he would do 
itasa pontiomen, and not in a manner to protect 
himself with the splendid walls of that Hall. In 
' conclusion, he could assure his honorable col- 
leagues that he had ng such feelings towards them. 
He envied them not; he reproached them not; but 
he was ready to aid and assist, heart in hand, and 
to go with them in either praising, eulogizing, or 
serving the people of Indiana. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. POLK called for the orders of the day; 
which was agreed to—ayes 102, noes 77—and the 
| further consideration of the resolution stands over. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER presented the following com- 
munications; which were severally laid on the 





\| table and directed to be printed: 


From the Secretary of War relative to the con- 
dition of a harbor in the Delaware river. 

From the Secretary of War, a report in answer 
to a resolution of the House of the — instant, de- 
siring information in relation to the amount paid 
to the different custom-house officers in the large 
cities of the United States. 

From the Secretary of War, in pursuance of 
the resolution of the 20th instant specifying the 
amount required for completing the astronomical 


|| observations relative to the southern boundary of 


Michigan. oe 
From the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 


|| islands in the Pacific ocean. 


Mr. PEARCE said this report related to a 

subject of great commercial importance to the 
country. He moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and that an extra num- 
ber of one thousand copies be printed. 

The reference was made accordingly; and the 
motion to print an extra number of copies, ac- 
cording to the rule of the House, was laid upon 

the table for one day. 


LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 


A bill returned from the Senate, entitled am act 
for the final adjustment of land claims in Louis- 
iana, with an amendment, was then taken up, and 
on motion of Mr. GARLAND, was postponed 
till to-morrow. 

POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

An act to amend the act providing for the con- 
struction of a bridge across the Potomac, was 
read a third time and passed. 











835. 





j 
COURTS IN TENNESSEE. | 

The bill to regulate the United States circuit || 
court for the district of West Tennessee, was | 
next taken up. ; 

Mr. PE N moved to recommit the bill to || 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions | 
to insert a provision for an increase of the salaries | 
of the judges. He thought this to be due to them, 
jnasmuch as their duties were much extended. 

Mr. FOSTER said the bill was founded on a || 

etition which said nothing on the subject of an | 
increase of compensation. He, however, had no || 
objection to the course proposed. 

The bill was then recommitted. 


MEDAL FROM THE MINT. 

The joint resolution, introduced by Mr. E. 
EVERETT, from the Committee on the Library, |, 
directing a gold medal to be struck at the Mint of || 
the United States from the original die, at the || 
expense of Morgan Neville, in honor of the battle | 
of the Cowpens, was read a third time and passed. | 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 





} 


i} 


diplomatic expenses 


r. VANCE, relative to the pay of custom-house | 
officers. 

Mr. VANCE supported his amendment at 
length, and went into a tabular and documentary 
history of the expense of the collection of the 
revenue since 1811, and the gradual increase of 
the same. 


He was followed by Mr. CAMBRELENG, || 


who concurred in the genera! object designed to | 


be effected by this amendment. But he conceived || 


it was improper to incorporate its provisions in 
the general appropriation bill. It should form the | 
subject of a separate bill. Mr. C. also explained | 
the manner in which the gentleman from Ohio, | 
{Mr. Vance,] had fallen into error in some of his | 
tabular statements. | 
Mr. SUTHERLAND followed on the same 
side of the question, and stated the intention of | 
the commercial committee soon to bring this | 
matter before the House. 
Mr. FILLMORE also spoke at come length on 
the amendment; and finally offered an amendment | 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, for | 
his acceptance, which was, however, declined. 
The debate was continued by Messrs. POPE, | 


PHILLIPS, WARD, WILLIAMS, GILLET, || 


and HARPER. 
Mr. WARD said he regretted that the honor- 


able gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] should || 


have taken this occasion to endeavor to correct the 
abuses which he seems to think exists in the col- 
lection of the revenue from customs. The object 
which the honorable gentleman has in view is to 
repeal all ‘* that part of the second section of an 
‘act entitled an act making appropriations for tha 
‘civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
‘for the year 1834,’’ which authorizes the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay to the collectors, naval 
officers, surveyors, and their respective clerks, 
together with 
the United States, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as 
will give to the said officers respectively the same 
compensation in the year 1834, according to the 
imporfations of that year, as they would have 
been entitled to receive if the act of the 14th of 
July had not gone into effect; and that the clerks 
employed by the respective collectors, naval offi- 
cers, and surveyors of the several ports, shall be 
ae for the year 1833, as if they had been speci- 

cally included in the third section of the act of 
the 2d of March, of said year, entitled ‘‘An act 
‘making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 


|| from two and a half to ten per cent. 


e weighers of the several ports of | 


* 


who is at the head of the Committee on Commerce, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


[Mr. SurHervanp,] that that committee has the || 


subject of ‘‘the compensation and number of the 
custom-house officers’? under consideration in the 


committee, and that he has reason to believe that | 


the committee will make a report during the ses- | 
sion; and that honorable gentleman had himeelf 
opposed this amendment in a forcible and eloquent 
address to the House. Now, if the honorable 
gentleman who had devoted so much of his time | 
particularly to this subject, was of the opinion that 
the proposed amendment wasimproper, and if the 
able and distinguished gentleman at the head of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means, who reported | 
this bill, and who had also given the subject much | 
consideration, entertained the same opinion, he | 
would ask whether gentlemen would sustain it, | 
without allowing themselves time thoroughly to 


examine the subject, so that they might, at least, | 


act understandingly upon it. He hoped not; and 


he hoped too that gentlemen were not disposed to | 
| delay the passage of this important bill, by acon- | 
The House then resumed the consideration of | 


the bill making uppropriations for the civil and || 
the Government for the || 
ear 1835—being on the amendment offered by | 


tinuance of this discussion, until the extraneous 


| twerity-two days of the session remainin 
| which, by the rules of the House, we could trans- 
' act public business; and yet, asit was well known, 
| we had before us a vast deal of business, of the 
most important character. 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vance] had 
entered at large into a statement of the amount of 
revenue received, for several years 
| amountexpended incollecting it, andl he had alleged 

that the expense of collection had amounted to 
Mr. W. was, 
he said, induced to believe that the honorable 
gentleman was mistaken in this statement, so far, 


| revenue from imports would not, in the aggregate, 
exceed from three and a half to four per cent. 
| The statement of the honorable gentleman showed 


|| that, in one instance, the expense of collection 
|| had gone up as high as six per cent., but that, as || 
he had just remarked, was not true in respect to | 


It would be found 
ew York, which place seemed 


| any of the principal cities. 
that in the city of 





ceeded from three to three and three-fourths per 
cent., on the amount received, 
The amount of the revenue collected, and of the 


New York, and Philadelphia, was as follows: 


Boston collected $3,908,356 97; expenses $121,- 
978; or a fraction more than 3 per cent. 

New York collected $13,081,548 92; expenses 
$429,501; or a fraction more than 3; per cent. 

Philadelphia collected $2,995,663 35; expenses 
$99,877; or a fraction more than 33} per cent. 


The honorable gentleman did not consider that 
|| in making his calculations of the expense, he took 
the whole revenue. 

Now, there were many ports at which much 
more was paid than the amount received. If 
these could Ceabolished, the expense of collecting 
would be greatly diminished; and if reduction 
was necessary, which he was not willing to admit, 
it should be made in those ports which were a 
burden on, and not those which support the Gov- 
ernment. Nor did the honorable gentleman con- 
sider that the amount of duties had been of late 
greatly reduced by the tariff, which, at the same 
time, did not allow of a reduction in the number 
of officers, because the increase of arrivals has 








* matic expenses of Government for the year 1834, 
‘and to provide that the balance of the said sec- 
‘ond section of the above recited act of 1834, be 
‘continued in force, until otherwise ordered by 
* Congress.” 

Mr. W. said, the amendment to this amend- 
ment, which has been submitted by hiscolleague, 
(Mr. Fitimore,] did not materially vary the case, 
and he, for one, was not prepared, at this time, to 


record his vote in favor of either of the proposi- 


tions. 





been progressive with the diminution of duties. 
During the last year more than two thousand 
vessels from foreign ports entered at the custom- 
house of New York; and every one of them must 
have a custom officer on board, or those which 
bring articles not dutiable might avail themselves 


articles, 


| 


goods. 


matter now in controversy was investigated and | 
settled. This bill now blocks up our way; and | 
he would remind the House that there were but | 


g, in | 


to command so much of the gentleman’s attention, | 
the cost of collecting the revenue had never ex- | 


expenses of collection, in the year 1833, in Boston, | 


of the circumstance to smuggle in valuable dutiable 
And, moreover, there was scarcely a 
single cargo which did not embrace some dutiable | | 





Ae 


We had been told by the honorable gentleman !| honorable gentleman (Mr. Vance] “geemed 80 


desirous of inquiring into the expence of collecting 
the revenue from customs. W hy did he not like- 


| wise inquire into the expense of collecting the 


revenue from the sale of the public lands? If he 
would compare the expense of collecting the one 
with the expense of collecting the other, he would 
find a vast difference in favor of the collection of 
the revenue from customs. The expense atiend- 
ing the callection of the land revenue varied from 
eight to twenty-five per cent. upon the amount 
received. Mr. W. said he had no complaint to 
make with respect to this great and manifest dif- 
ference. Ele believed that the officers in charge 
of the sale of the public lands, and in the receipt 
of the money therefor, received no more for their 
services than they were fairly entitled to. The 
land agents and land receivers were each allowed 
an annual salary of $500, with an addition of one 
per cent. on the amountof the moneys received— 
their emoluments being limited to $3,000 a year; 
and he did not hesitate to say that most, if not all 
of those officers, receive the maximum amount 
allowed by law. These offices were places of 
great responsibility, and require to be filled by 
men of worth and respectability; and he did not 
wish to be understood as complaining that they 
were in the receipt of too great a compensation 
for their services. But if it was not deemed ex- 


| travagant to allow them $3,000 a year for their 


ast, and ofthe | 


| at least, as regarded the principal commercial | 
cities; for it would be found, upon a careful ex- | 
amination, that the expense of collecting the | 


| 


| 
| 











| 


Mr. W. said he was at a loss to know why the || merce; that the examination should be conducted 


services, residing, as they did, in the country 
where living was cheap, it seemed to iim that no 
complaint ought to be made against the small 
amount received by gaugers, weighers, and other 
subordinate officers attached to the custom-houses; 
for their situations were no less responsible, re- 
quiring equal talent and respectability, while the 
expense of living in the principal cities must be 
acknowledged on all sides to be vastly greater. 
But we have been told, he said, by his honor- 
able colleague, [Mr. Fittmone,] that some of the 
weighers receive from $4,000 to $6,000 a year for 
their services; one, in particular, in Baltimore, 
and others either in Philadelphia or Boston; and 
this was urged as the principal reason why we 
should vote for the amendment. Did that gentle- 
man suppose that one weigher in each of those 
cities was competent to perform personally all the 
duties of his office? Did he not know that he is 


| compelled, from the nature of the case, to employ 


deputies? And did not those deputies come in for 
a portion of these receipts? In fact,on the ground 
assumed,and on which the honorable gentleman 
so confidently relied, the compensation, had there 
| been an adequate number of weighers, would 
have been even less to each than was received in 
1833, by the same class of officers,in New York. 
Mr. Ww. said, he would inform that gentleman 
and the House that the weighers were obliged to 
pay all the expenses of labor incident to their 
| i fiice, which amounted to about one third of their 
gross receipts; and although it would seem from 
the document referred to by the gentlemen who 
have advocated this amendment, that, by the sep- 
arate returns of the weighers in the city of New 
| York, one may have received some $2,000 or 
| $3,000 a year for his services, while another re- 
| ceived but $400, this inequality would disappear 
when it was known that the egate amount 
received for fees was equally divided between the 
fourteen weighers in that city. The facts were, 
| that in the year 1833, the net amount paid the 
weighers in the city of New York was $18,675, 
| which, being divided between the fourteen weigh- 
|ers in that city, gave to each only the sum of 
| $1,333 per annum—a sum hardly adequate, with 
the greatest economy, to support themselves and 
their families. Was there, he asked, a member 
who heard him, who would say that the amount 
thus shown to be received by these faithful and 
vigilant guardians of our revenue, for their inval- 
| uable services, was too great? He trusted not. 
It had been said there existed abuses in the col- 
lection of the revenue from customs, that the sal- 
aries of the officers were too high, and that their 
number had been increased beyond the exigencies 
of the service, and that they ought to be reduced. 
He, for one, was not willing to concede that point. 
| He was willing that the subject should undergo 
the strictest scrutiny of the Committee on Com- 
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either at the several custom-houses or at the bar 


of this House, and he would venture to predict 
that no just ground would be found to sustain any 
of these ullegations; and, he would further predict, 
that the committee and the House would be con- 
strained to come to the conclusion that the gala- 
ries of most of the officers demand an increase 
rather than a diminution. He, therefore, hoped 
that thie inquiry would be deferred until this ex- 
amination could be had by the committee to which 
the subject properly belonged, and to which it had 
been specially committed. 

Mr. GILLET commenced by saying, that it 
was with reluctance that he had arisen to partici- 
pace in the present debate. ‘The notice, however, 
which had been taken of the Committee on Com- 
merce rendered it proper he should say one word 
on the subject. fe would endeavor to state to 
the House the real question under consideration 
in as few words as possible. Under the acts of 


Congress, a certain percentage on moneys col- | 


lected was paid to the collectors of the customs, 
ns well as certain fees of office, out of which cer- 
tain officers under them were paid the compensa- 
tion allowed them by law, and the overplus, if 
any, was paid into the Treasury, after deducting 
the salary of the collector. On reducing the duties 
on imports in 1832, the amount of these commis- | 
sions and fees became materially diminished, | 
though the labors of these officers continued very | 
much thesame. The consequence was, that the 
fund out of which these officers were paid became 
so much lessened, that it did not afford them a | 
reasonable compensation. This led to the adop- | 
tion of the third section of the act of 1833, which 
is in these words: | 
‘Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the 
‘Secretary of the ‘Treasury be, and he is hereby, 


will be no law to pay them from the Treasury, 


| vast importance, and required much deliberation 


| proper basis, and then the detai 


‘authorized to pay to the collectors, naval officers, || 


*‘ surveyors, gaugers, weighers, and measurers, of 
‘the several ports of the United States, out of any 
‘money in the Tregsury not otherwise appropri- 
‘ated, such sums as will give to the said officers, 
‘ respectively, the same compensation in the year 


‘ing to the importations of that year, as they 


‘would have been entitled to receive if the act of || 


‘the 14th July, 1832, had not gone into effect.” 
Under this law Mr. G. understood that these 


| officers to the actual necessities and wants of the 
‘ one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, accord- || 


_petent, faithful, and efficient men. 
this would be justly termed extravagance. On 


officers received the same compensation they did || 


prior to 1832, whether they then received it in the 
shape of fees or ina salary. On passing the law | 
of 1833 it was expected that the whole subject of 


paying the custom-house officers would be acted || 


upon at the last session; but the destruction of 
the Treasury ae and consequent loss of 

materials collected by t 

to digest and recommend a plan for that purpose, 

prevented those expectations from being then | 
realized. And in order to prevent these officers 
from not being sufficiently compensated, a section 
was introduced at the last session into the appro- 
priation bill, making the necessary provision for 
paying them, and it is in the precise words of the 
iaw of 1833. It has, however, a proviso, limiting | 
the amount that these officers shall be allowed to | 
receive. Under this law of 1834, it was under- 

stood that the officers had been paid their respect- | 
ive compensations. On passing the law of 1834, 
this House considered that the law of 1833 had | 
expired; at this time the law of 1834 must be 

equally dead. It could not have the effect to give | 
these officers salaries after 1834, unless 1834 could | 
be made to read 1835, &c. It followed, that there | 
was no provision at this time to pay these men, if | 
the fund alluded to should fail to be sufficient. In | 
this state of the case the civil appropriation bill 

comes before us, and the gentleman from Ohio | 
(Mr. Vance] proposed to add to the appropriation | 
bill a section repealing that portion of the act of | 
1834, which provides for making compensation | 
to the officers referred to, and continuing a certain | 
other portion of it. This, to his mind, was like | 
firing a park of artillery at a dead lion. 


| he had any agency in preparing the bill, to aid in | 
ne into it so much of liberality and economy 
| as wou 


But the gentleman from Ohio talks much of enor- 

mous sums taken from the Treasury to pay certain 

of these officers. He forgets that much of what 

many of them receive, and about which he speaks, 

is fees paid by individuals, and but very little is | 
ever paid them from the Treasury; and he also 
forgets that many of them disburse much of what 
they receive in paying their necessary assistants. 
It was highly probable that some of these officers 
were too well and others too poorly paid. This is 
not the proper place to sentapadabicans upon that 
subject. He had profited by experience. He 
well recollected last session his venerable friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] assumed the 
ground that appropriation bills ought not to be 
loaded with extraneous matters. Their office was 
merely to appropriate money, under existing laws, 
to compensate the public agents, and to execute 
public works. This was the true rule, and one 
which he desired to act upon. 

But (said Mr. G.) we are told that if we do not 
add this clause now to this bill, we shall not be 
able to act on the subject this session. He did 
not deem it important that it should be done, for 
unless we pass a law to pay these officers, there 


| 


and the fund referred to cannot give them what 


they received under the gentleman’s amendment || 
But to his mind it would be less out || 


of last year. 
of place to add the gentleman’s present amendment 
to many of the other bills which were certain to 
come up this session. He, (Mr. G.,) however, | 
hoped to see this whole subject brought before 
this House at this session, in a proper form, from 
the appropriate committee. It was a subject of 
and care. It was first pee? to establish a 
s would require 

He hoped, if 


great consideration and attention. 


d make it acceptable to all sides of this | 
House. He would diminish the number of these 
Government, and was not for paying them, or any 
other officers in the Government, a salary larger 
than was necessary to ensure the services of com- 
More than 


the other hand, that rate of compensation which 
was so low as not to ensure the services of such 
persons as he had described, would be ill-timed 
economy, would result in injury to the public 
interests. When you pay too low to command 





|the services of men of capacity and integrity, 


| you are sure of being badly served. Your agent 
e Secretary to enable him | 


| as important as talent. The public service requires 


| 
| 
| 


| much each public agent received for his services. | 


j 
| 


| 
| 


It was || out discretionary powers. 


must live, and if you do not give him such com- 
pensation as will allow him comfortably to do 
so, he is sure to cheat you in the time he serves 
you, or in some other way; for a living he must 
and will have. If he cannot live honestly, he will 
do so dishonestly. You may obtain capacity to 
do business at a low price; but integrity is quite 


both. He would, however, avoid, if possible, 
having any officer whose compensation should 
depend upon contingencies. It should not be | 
composed of percentages, or allowances, or any- 


thing of the kind. He preferred paying a distinct | 


annual salary; then the law would inform us how 


This would prevent the dishonest from paying or | 
receiving too much, and it would shield the upright 

from suspicion. Then, on the last day of the 

year, the compensation of all officers for the en- | 
suing year could be accurately calculated. All 
would c aid distinctly under statutes, and Con- 
gress would be responsible to the people for the 
amount paid. Then the Executive would be free | 
even from the suspicion of having by his own act | 
increased the expenses of Government. He would | 
be, in the disbursement of the public moneys, the | 
executive of the laws of Congress—an agent with- | 
It. would relieve him | 


hardly worthy of grave legislators to be spending || of much of the embarrassment now necessarily 


days on a question of repealing a dead law. 
the bill contained any provision to pay custom- | 


house officers, there would be some apology for || also be relieved from an unpleasant and vexatious | 


this effort; but it did not provide one cent for 
them; and the amendment is entirely irrelevant 
and out of place. 





| 


i 


| 


If || attendant upon his office. The heads of the de- | 


partments, and their accounting officers, would 
part of their duty. These suspicions against the | 
integrity of officers would be much less likely to 
be raised; now he believed most of these suspicions 


GLOBE. 
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|| from unjust suspicion. 
| details of any bill that could be reported, that we 


|| tion, which, however, was not seconded by the 
|| House. 


Januaiy 28, 

















| grew out of the fact that many officers were not 
| paid a certain and definite sum as a salary. 
| Mr. G. had urged these considerations upon 
| the attention of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| (Mr. Warmovueu,] when considering the Navy 
pay bill, and he was happy to learn that they had 
| been duly appreciated, and were likely to be in- 
grafted on it by common consent. Once adopt a 
_ definite salary as the mode of pay, you do away 
with all those difficulties that are said to be so 
common between those who have accounts and 
accounting officers. Should these principles be 
| adopted in the custom-house pay bill, he thought 
| that branch of the public service would be relieved 
He did not expect, in the 


could all agree in opinion, in every instance, as to 
| the number and compensation of officers. These 
| things were mere matters of — but in the 
ee of compensation which he had suggested, 
_ he hoped the gentleman from Ohio would acqui- 
_esce. Heeven hoped they would be unanimously 
assented to by the House. 
After this frank expression of his (Mr. G.’s) 


| views and expectations, he hoped the gentleman 
| from Ohio would not further press this subject 


| upon the consideration of the House, but allow 
this bill to take the ordinary course through it, 
untrammelled by the consideration of subjects 


|| totally disconnected with those presented to our 
|| consideration in the bill. 


Mr. McKINLEY called for the previous ques- 


On motion of Mr. WISE, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, January 28, 1835. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
| ate a communication from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, in obedience to a resolu- 
tion of the 30th ultimo, requiring copies of oaths 
| directed to be administered to all persons applying 
| to purchase public land; which was ordered to be 
| printed, with five thousand additional copies. 


PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Petitions were presented by Messrs. MAN- 
reas oe » PORTER, and MOORE, and 
referred. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Young, without amendment. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Baily E. Clark, with 
an amendment. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Captain William 
Morrow. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Roads 
_ and Canals, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Moses Shepperd, reported the same with 
an amendment and a report; which were ordered 
| to be printed. 

Mr. LEIGH, from the Judiciary Committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the House for the 
better organization of the district courts of Ala- 
bama, reported the same, with an amendment. 


| Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, to which was referred the bill grant- 





United States military land warrants, reported the 
same without amendment. 

Also, the bill authorizing the widening of cer- 
tain streets in the city of St. Augustine; 

The bill for the relief of Richard P. Archer; and 

The bill for the relief of William O’Neile and 
Robert Morrison. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- 
Robert Morrison and Harvey Perry. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
The following resolutions were submitted: 
By Mr. BROWN: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 





|ing a further issuing of scrip for satisfaction of 


tee, made unfavorable reports upon the claim of 
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‘ 


1836. 


Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety | 
of enowine commutation pay to the heirs-at-law 
of Henry rwin, late a lieutenant colonel of the | 
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The presentation of the Alabama resolutions | having given rise to the resolutions, because, he 
afforded him an opportunity of giving this public || said, he had, in the exercise of his honest convic- 
notice, which he had often given privately here. || tions of propriety, on some few occasions been 


fifth regiment of the North Carolina line, on the | He had told honorable members that he should, | compelled to vote differently from his colleague, 


Continental establishment in the army of the 
Revolution. 
Which was considered and adopted. 


By Mr. PRENTISS: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to | 
communicate to the Senate the correspondence 
which passed between the Governments of the 
United States and Spain, through their respective 
ministers or agents, in the negotiation of the late 
treaty between the two Governments, together 
with the instructions given to the ministers of the 
United States, from time to time, in the course of 
the negotiation, or so much of said correspondence 
and instructions as it may not be incompatible 
with the public interest to communicate. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petitions of Daniel Maginnis and Francis Patter- 
RON. 


RESOLUTIONS OF ALABAMA. 


Mr. MOORE presented certain joint resolutions | 
of the Legislature of Alabama, relative to the 16th 
section of the public lands set apart for the use of | 
schools. 

Also, joint resolutions from the same body, for 
the establishment ofa pension agency in Alabama. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial | 


from the same body, for the passage of a law to || 


confirm the titles of persons to lands purchased 
near the line between Alabama and Georgia, with- | 
out knowing at the time of purchase in which | 


State their lands lay. ] 


INSTRUCTIONS FROM STATE OF ALABAMA. | 


Mr. KING said it also became his duty to pre- || 


sent certain joint resolutions from the same Legis- | 
lature, setting forth their disapprobation of the | 
resolution of the Senate of last session, censurin 
the Chief Magistrate for certain official acts, and | 
instructing their Senators to use their best efforts | 
to have the same expunged from the Journal of the | 
Senate. 


Mr. KING moved that the resolutions be laid || 


on the table and printed. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. CLAY said, before any order should be 
taken for laying the resolutions on the table which 
had been addressed to the Senatorsfrom Alabama | 
as instructions, he would be glad to know if it was | 
the purpose of the gentleman who had presented | 
them to submit a proposition to expunge the reso- | 
lution alluded to from the Journal of the Senate? 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, being about to speak, | 
gave way to 

Mr. BENTON, who rose and said that the | 
Senate would recollect that when the resolution of 
censure was adopted, he gave immediate notice 
to the Senate and to the American people that he 
would commence a series of motions for the pur- 
pose of having the offensive resolution expunged 
from the Journal. He used the word expunge in 
contradistinction to the words repeal or reverse, 
because he believed at that time—and experience 


had confirmed him in the belief—that a repeal of | 


| General Post Office, such a course and destination | 
| as was to eventuate in a legislative measure here, 


| an impeachment in the form of legislation, he then 
| determined to give notice, that at a convenient 


| resolution of censure from theJournal. ‘This was 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


il instructions from the Legislature of Alabama | 


| introduced it, embracing as well that subject as || he would introduce such a resolutionashethoug 


| bring it forward, and when that should be done he 


/ at a convenient time, move this resolution. On |, and possibly on the question referred to by the 
| yesterday evening when he saw an attempt made | resolutions; he entertained, however, the same 


views now that he entertained then. 
Mr. M. said, as regarded the right of instruc- 
tion, he admitted it to the fullest extent ever 
and when an attempt was made by the two Sena- || claimed, as practised upon by the republican party 
tors from South Carolina, to have this measure || since the establishment of the Government; that 
followed up by something else, which was to be | right, however, abided with the people as the 
a proceeding upon persons in contradistinction to | source of all power. The sovereign people, he 
the subject-matter of the report, and in reality was || said, had the legitimate right, either by themselves 
or their agents, at their own instance, to instruct 
their Senators upon matters of policy connected 
with their interest; these agents, however, as they 
1 were only public servants themselves, must also 
an answer to the inquiry. act in pursuance of the will of the sovereign 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that he thought it || people. - 
was so well understood that the gentleman from _—_As regarded any matter involving constitutional 
Missouri had it in contemplation to offer the reso- || questions, Mr. M. felt himself bound by higher 
lution he had just spoken of, that he was sur- || and paramount obligations to his conscience. But 
— when the gentleman from Kentucky asked | upon all questions of policy he would be found 
im whether he was disposed to offer it. He |! acknowledging the right of instruction by the 
could only say, that having voted against the reso- || people, and the corresponding obligation on the 
lution of censure, he had supposed that his opin- || public servant to obey. 
ions on the subject both then and since were well || Mr. KING expressed his unwillingness to pro- 
understood. The Legislature of Alabama had || voke a discusslion, or to go further than to move 
instructed him to do that which would have made || to lay the resoutions on the table: this he would 
it hisduty to have brought such a resolution before || do. He could not accede to the proposition of 
the Senate, if the gentleman from Missougi had || the gentleman from Kentucky to withdraw them. 
declined doing so. He would in that event have || When he should feel it his duty to call them up, 
t 


to give to the report of the Committee upon the | 


time, he would offer a resolution to expunge the 


5 


| the right of instruction. He held that right in || proper. And when he thought fit, he would bring 


its fullest extent. For he held it, not impugning | the subject forward,and the honorable gentleman 
the opinions of others who thought differently. || would have an opportunity of discharging his duty 
But viewing that right as ke did, he should feel || to his county and his God by opposing it. 
himself bound te carry the wishes of his constitu- || _Mr. MOORE said the resolution did not require 
ents into effect when fairly and fully made known. | either him or his colleague to bring forward a 
His course with regard to the resolution com- | resolution to expunge. They seemed to contem- 
plained of, was well known, and, therefore, the || plate that such a resolution would be brought 
forward. But he submitted to his honorable col- 
league, whether he would not consider it his duty 
to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. CLAY asked whether it was not better 
to withdraw the resolutions and offer them to- 
morrow. 

Mr. PRESTON said that the honorable gentle- 
| man from Missouri made reference to the debate 
| of yesterday, and stated that on account of the 
| remarks of the Senators from South Carolina, he 
| felt it to be his duty, earlier than he intended, to 
mode of doing it, but he would do everything to || submit his resolution. Not having investigated 
effect it in fact. his motives, he was surprised at the connection 

Mr. CLAY said that the gentleman from Ala- || which was made by him between the two subjects. 


scarcely applied to him. Ifthe movement depended || 
upon him, he should have been disposed to have | 
suffered it to sleep where it was, if the subject had | 
not been urged upon him. But, if it was not 
brought forward, he should feel himself bound to 


would of course vote for it. If there were prece- 
dents for it, as he believed there were, he should 
vote for expunging the objectionable resolution 
from the Journal. He might hesitate as to the 





|| bama presented these instructions from the Legis- || Last night he (Mr. P.) stated that, upon the report 





|| to submit a resolution to expunge in accordance 


lature of Alabama, unaccompanied by any motion || of the honorable chairman, [Mr. Grunpy,] there 

} could be but one opinion, and herefore that some 
with the instructions, and he (Mr. C.) felt quite || expression of the Senate should be made upon 
surprised that the gentleman should not have ex- || the subject-matter of it; and the honorable gentle- 
pected the inquiry which he had made. The in- || man supposed that, as he (Mr. P.) was not con- 
quiry was addressed to that gentleman, and him || tent with prospective legislation, that he required 
only. As to the answer which had been given by || that some course should be pursued upon the 








it would not do justice to the case. It required 
an expurgation of the Journal itself, which should 


operate as a declaration to all future times, that it | 


should not have been there. He gave this notice 
from a conviction arising from the deepest reflec- 
tion that the Senate, in adopting that resolution, 
were trampling under foot the Constitution of the 
United States, and not only so, but all the forms 
of administering criminal justice. He gave the 
notice, too, without consultation with any human 
being, and not a being on this earth could say that 


he asked him whether it wasright or wrong. He | 


had not done so; nor never would he consult with 
any one upon such an occasion. No man con- 
ferred more with his friends on ordinary occasions 
than he did; but there were some occasions and 
emergencies on which he consulted with none. 


And on this subject he calculated no consequences; | 


he considered it immaterial if the whole Senate 
should get up as one man, and vote against it. So 





strong were his convictions of the propriety of | 


submitting it, that he would present it at the haz- 
ard of all consequences. 


another Senator, it was known that his relations || persons implicated in the department, and that, 
with him were not of such a character as would || therefore, the gentleman intended to introduce his 
enable him to know his purposes. But he hoped || resolution. Was it thought that, because he 
these resolutions would be withdrawn for the pres- || chose to censure the Post Office Department, a 
ent; and after the honorable gentleman had made || measure should be introduced here to censure the 
a careful examination of the Constitution of the || Senate of the United States? Admit the Senate 
United States upon the subject of each House || had done wrong, upon what principle would you 
keeping a record of its proceedings, if he then || introduce a censure of the Senate here? Were 
thought proper to present them with the resolu- || his lips to be closed, as a Senator of the United 
tion proposed, he could do so. For himself, he || States, in pronouncing censure upon a notoriously 
should think it his duty to his God and to his || corrupt and insolvent department, because the 
country to oppose such a proposition at the very || Senate itself was not free from blame before the 
threshold. e submitted to the gentleman the || people? The gentleman was mistaken, too, in 
propriety of withdrawing the resolutions for the || supposing that he intended to censure persons. 
present. From the bottom of his heart he hoped that the 
Mr. MOORE said, he had not anticipated any || head of the department was free from blame. 
discussion would arise upon the presentation of || And, as the honorable chairman of the committee 
the resolutions from the General Assembly of Ala- || himself thought that only malfeasance existed 
bama, but as it had so unexpectedly occurred, he || there, he would say, neither that gentleman, nor 
would beg leave to say a word or two only. the gentleman from Missouri, had failed to vote 
Sir, (said Mr. M.,) his colleague might have sav- || at the last session for just such a resolution as he 
ed himself the trouble of informing the Senate that || proposed. 
these resolutions were not intended to influence {Here Mr. P. read the resolution passed last 
his conduct on the subject of the expunging reso- || session, declaring the borrowing of money by the 
lution; his willingness to vote in conformity with | Post Office Department to be unconstitutional, 
the instructions would not be doubted here or || and the yeas and nays upon its passage. } 
elsewhere. Mr. M. said he was freeto admit that || Mr. P. resumed. The very first name upon 
he in all probability was entitled to the honor of !! the list (he said) was that of the honorable mem- 
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had given his authority for the resolution. There | 


ber from Missouri, in the affirmative, in which he ] But if such are solution as had been suggested, 


could be no stronger argument for censuring "4 l 
e || 


head of a department than this resolution. 
could not differ in regard to these matters. Great || 
blame rested somewhere, and the affairs of the | 
office demanded reform; and when the Executive || 
claimed to supervise the executive departments, || 
and declined to exert his powers to correct such || 
abuses, he thought it necessary that he should | 
reiterate that these were evils which he might cor- || 
rect, or the people should interfere. Whenever 
he knew there was corruption, he would brand 
the guilty with it—aye, even to the President of 
the United States. He thought if there was a 
unanimous vote ee such a resolution as he sug- 
gested, there would be a clearing out at the de- 
artment; that the power of the Executive would 
be interposed to correct the evila which had been 
exposed. He woulf@ not _— here to inquire 
into the constitutionality of the power of expung- 
ing from the records what one party may have || 
done, which was obnoxious to the other party. | 
Nor whether it would be considered less impera- | 
tive to have it expunged if it applied to a subordi- 
nate officer, rather than the Chief Executive. He || 
knew that ‘a saint in crape was twice a saint in || 
lawn.’’ With him there was no difference in rank || 
between the President and a subordinate officer, || 
in making such an inquiry. He said yesterday || 
that his party had been beaten down. e were | 
not, it was true, in a minority here, but we should | 
shortly be; and should every thing we had done, | 
then be expunged? He hoped and believed that | 
this Government was to live long, but what would 
it avail to expose and denounce that Post Office? 
Could such denunciation and exposure affect the 
great popularity of the President? The man must | 
have a more ardent spirit than he professed to | 
have who could believe it. No, sir. If it was | 
blackened with a ten-fold deeper die than both of | 
the reports together gave it, it would not affect 
this Administration. When one of the reports } 
stated that one mail contractor had received one || 
hundred thousand dollars which was not ace || 
counted for, and showed that the flood-gates of 
corruption were opened, the very exposure would || 
tend to strengthen the Administration. l| 
Mr. BENTON could not but regret his extreme || 
poverty of speech, which prevented him from || 
ziving his opinions so as to be understood by those || 
who sat nearest to him; and if he was so unfor- | 
tanate as to be incomprehensible to these, how | 
much more so must he have been to those at a | 
greater distance. In all he said yesterday a8 to the 
additional proceedings proposed to be instituted 
against the Post Office, there was neither retalia- 
tion threatened, nor the intention of intimidating 
ny one, even if he were capable of doing so, or 
the honorable gentleman could be intimidated by 
anything he could say. But his design was to 
keep things of the same sort together. When he 
saw an attempt made to bring the friends of the 
Administration to act as they did on a former oc- 
casion, then he thought proper to bring up the 
debate upon that expurgation which he had pro- || 
posed. Although that resolution which the hon- 
orable gentleman read from the Journal was pressed 
through at the heel of the session, and was adopted || 
in the dark, yet it was not in darkness to his mental | 
vision. He saw then with the same distinctness | 
of vision which he saw now, that two hooks were | 
thrown out on which his party were to be hung. | 
If the conduct of Mr. Barry should be condemned, || 
then it should be proclaimed aloud, that it was so | 
indefensible that even his friends could not me 
rt him, and we were to be hung on that hook. | 
f we voted against the resolution we were to hang | 
ourselves on the other hook, as the defenders of | 
this black, rotten, damned Administration. He | 
saw the two hooks thrown out then, and when he 
saw the same process about to be repeated last | 
night, it was that which brought him to his feet. | 
The honorable gentleman from South Carolina || 
farthest from him, [Mr. Catnoun,] said it was his | 
intention to introduce a resolution, in order that | 
it might be seen who would here defend the guilt | 
and blackness of the Post Office. That gentleman | 
had no right to assume that any one here would | 
defend what was wrong. It was unjustifiable in | 
him to assume that such a state of things as he | 
‘vad described would find any defenders here. '' 


by a direct vote to sanction ——s which he 
i 


from a vote of his own or the arguments of any 


|| ings of this body should be kept. 


| to see who would attempt to carry out the doc- 
| trines of the protest of last year—doctrines as 


| very irregular. 
| these resolutions should not be received at all; 
| and therefore if they were not withdrawn for the 


against persons, should be brought in, he should 
protest against it, and he would either be excused 
from voting in his place, or if that was not per- 
mitted him, he would vote against it. If all the 
resolutions of last session, which were brought in 
by the Post Office Committee, had been separately 
put to the question, he would have voted upon 
each one of them—on some aye, on others no, 
according to his sense of justice and right. He had 
looked over that vast mass of documents in one 

night in order to prepare himself to give his votes 
upon them. But it was because he did not mean 


is design to bring up his resolution—it 


tion, but for the purpose of raising the preliminary 
discussion as to the right to bring up this condem- 


nation of persons without a formal impeachment |/ 

|| by the House of Representatives. 

|| be distinctly comprehended on another paves. He 
i 


He wished to 


was not to be understood either by implication or 


did not sanction, neither by implication resulting 
gentleman. Bring up the Post Office in any shape 
which was constitutional, and he would vote with 
alacrity upon it according to his sense of right or 
wrong. But bring it up unconstitutionally, and 
he would give it his zealous opposition. Whether 
tried before this tribunal or another, he had but 
one measure of justice for the Bank of the United 
States and the Post Office Department. 

Mr. PRESTON disclaimed having hung out 
two hooks to hang any body. He confessed that 
such was his want of perspicacity that he did not 
understand the honorable gentleman from Mis- 
souri. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to move to lay the 
resolutions on the table, to afford the gentleman 
from Alabama an opportunity to prepare his reso- 
lution to expunge. e had some curiosity to see 
how the gentleman would reconcile a proposition 
to expunge, with the Constitution of the United 
States, which said that a Journal of the proceed- 
He would like 
to see a resolution which psopases to repeal a 
Journal—to repeal a fact. He wanted to see the 
form of the resolution. The principle involved in 
it was, that we had no right to express our opin- 
ions of the conduct of executive officers, or any 
other officers; and thus affirming the maxim that 
the king could do no wrong—that his ministers 
only were responsible for his conduct. And this 
was the doctrine of the Democratic party. He 
wished to see the extraordinary extremities to 
which Senators must be reduced in this effort to 
expunge the Journals. The thing could not be 
done, but the Senate itself might be expunged. 
And if that should be done by the madness of party, 
this Government was atanend. He was anxious 


despotic as those which were held by the Auto- 
crat of all the Russias. 

Mr. CLAY here said he considered the debate 
He entertained the opinion that 


present, he proposed to submit this resolution: 
Resolved, That the instructions of the Legisla- 
ture of Alabama, presented by the Senator from 
that State, ought not to be acted upon by the 
Senate, inasmuch as they are not addressed to the 
Senate, nor contain any request that they be laid 
before the Senate; and inasmuch, also, as that 


| which those resolutions direct should be done, 


cannot be done without violating the Constitution 


of the United States. | 
Mr. CLAYTON said, that so long ago as De- | 
|, to print. 


cember, 1830, he had moved an investigation of 
the Post Office Department—that on that occasion 
the vials of wrath were poured out on himself and 
the late Senator from Maine, (Mr. Hotmes.] He 
wished to refer the honorable Senator [Mr. Ben- 
TON] to that debate. It was then pro to 
expunge the proceedings of that day from the 
Journals of the Senate. TheSenator from Louis- 
iana, now on a foreign mission, played a part in 
that farce. It was then that this plan of expungin 


was begun; and had it then been aktouts shoul 


we now have succeeded in obtaining these reports, 
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| again it would not have been necessar 


| was the view he took of it. 


_ he had two measures for the Bank and the Post 


| Office, he would leave to others to judge. For 


| properly to originate there. 


| Georgia a Journal 
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in prosecuting this investigation? He hoped th 

— learn wisdom from experience. Hebel 
the proposition to expunge perfectly ridiculous. 
How (said Mr. C.) can it icdneat, I-am ah 
loss to conceive what method would be adopted. 
The Journals of the Senate have been printed and 
distributed among the members of this body. If 
any gentleman wished to expunge an obnoxious 
article, let him tear it out; but if I, on the con- 
trary, am disposed to retain it, how is it to be 





_expunged from my copy? For I protest no man 
| shall despoil my property. 
dent, no such decrae will ever be made. 
_ to be hung on the same hook again, that he gave || 

| notice of 
_| was not for the purpose of intimidation or retalia- 


I hope, Mr. Presgi- 


Mr. BENTON said if the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who had just sat down, had not spoken 
for him 
to have risen again. He opposed the inquiry as 
being a criminal inquiry made into the conduct of 
the Postmaster General, upon the ground that the 
House of Representatives were the grand inquest 
of the nation, and that we should reserve ourselves 
until the accusation should be presented in such a 
shape that we could act upon it as judges. That 
And now, whether 


eight years he had been opposed to the Bank of 


| the United States, and at any period of that time, 


if he had chosen, he might have had a committee 
appointed, and according to parliamentary usage 
the committee would have been of his political 
opinions. He had a righttoask it, and thatupon 
strict parliamentary principles. But did he ask it? 
No; and on the ground that the House of Repre- 
sentatives was the grand inquest of the nation, 
and because all inquiries into malfeasances ought 
But if he ever should 
do it, it would be because he could perceive no 
other remedy. With regard to the manner of 


| expunging the Journals, which seemed to be so 


difficult of comprehension by honorable gentle- 
men, he would a that in a State contiguous to 

2 ad been burnt. Need he refer 
to the celebrated case of Wilkes, in which the 
Journal was expunged, not by the childish opera- 
tion of sending out and having all the copies 


| brought in, and the offensive parts torn out, but 


by taking up the Journal of the House, and having 
the offensive part read, and then expunging it. 


| Not by marking a St. Andrews cross upon it, but 
| by an entire obliteration of it line b 


line. So 


that the honorable gentleman would see there 


_ could be no difficulty either as to the modus ope- 
| randi, or the constitutionality. One Journal had 


been burnt, and the other had been entirely oblit- 
erated. But we had got the Post Office upon us 


now, and he begged to say that should not divert 
_ him from his course. 
| the evil thereof. ”’ 


** Sufficient for the day was 
Nothing either in or out of the 


| Houseshould throw him off his track. He should 





| 


| an opportunity to introduce this matter. 


move on to that Journal with the precision of a 
steam engine, and nothing should prevail to throw 
him from his track. 

Mr.CALHOUN. The honorable Senator [Mr. 
Benton] said he had the same measure for the 
Bank and the Post Office. He had succeeded in 
setting the President against the Bank, but had 
not yet succeeded in setting him against the Post 
Office. He wished these resolutions to be laid 
on the table for the present to give the — 

e re- 
newed the motion to lay on the table, and refused 


| to withdraw it. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CLAY then gave notice that he would call 


_ up his resolution whenever the subject should be 


disturbed. 

Mr. KING renewed his motion to print the 
Alabama resolutions. 

Mr. CALHOUN was opposed to the motion 


r. KING, of Alabama, expressed a wish foran 
opportunity to make some remarks in reply to the 
honorable member from Kentucky. He (Mr. K.) 
would bring forward such a resolution as the 
instructions contemplated, and the honorable Sen- 
ator should be gratified. ‘The gentleman from 
South Carolina asked whether it was proposed to 
repeal a fact. The resolution of censure was no 
fact. "When the Senate adopted a resolution 
which we believed, and the people believed, was 
not founded in fact, had we not the power to 
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the Democracy of this land had spoken, and pro- 
nounced their condemnation of that proceeding; 
and the Legislature of Alabama had said to their | 
Senators, if you have the power of expunging it 
from your Journals, do so; if not, go as far as || 
ou can, and not suffer a condemnation of the 
{xecutive Magistrate to remain there, which is in | 
vidlation of the Constitution of the United States.*|| 


They said, let not a declaration that the Chief || 4 


Magistrate had violated the Constitution, remain | 
there. He had hoped, on a former occasion, | 
that when the honorable gentleman declared he || 
would act for the country, that he would have | 
litle more to do with party, but he had since) 
manifested a very different feeling. He had no) 
expectation that the resolutions which he had || 
introduced would have caused this discussion. || 
But an attempt had been made to smother up the || 
Post Office subject with these resolutions. And | 
did it comport with the gravity of the Senate to | 
denounce the administration of the Government, || 
and rush into the discussion with such unreason- || 
able haste? When time was afforded for examin- || 
ing the documents, he would go as far as any | 
man to punish the guilty. But it had been said || 
that the President held himself responsible for the 
conduct of his executive officers. And he was || 
so when the facts came authentically before him. 
And he would now undertake to say that when | 
they came fairly before him, the President would || 
not hesitate to apply the proper corrective, and do || 
exact justice. He would vouch for his pursuing 
that course. He would serve the country with || 
that zeal, faithfulness, and devotion, which had 
always characterized him, by punishing every || 
individual under his control who was proved to | 
be guilty. 

Mr. CALHOUN would not (he said) have risen 
again, had not a personal allusion been made to | 
him. He was accused of acting under the influ- || 
ence of party spirit. But he utterly disclaimed 
all such motives. ‘The principles he had volunta- | 
rily professed and supported for eight years past | 
were sufficient proof of it. He had voluntarily 
withdrawn from the side of popular opinion in | 
this nation, and associated himself with a feeble 
minority of not more than one in a hundred, not 
for his own benefit, but as the result had proved, 
more for the benefit of the honorable Senator him- 
self, [Mr. Kine, of Alabama.}] I am nota party | 
man, (said Mr. C.) I have no purpose to serve; I 
have no desire to be here. But as long as it is the 
will of the people of South Carolina that I should | 
serve them, I shall obey. 

Sir, (continued Mr. C.,) I would not turn upon | 
my heel to be intrusted with the management of | 
the Government. If one were to go into the | 
reformation of these abuses he would not be sus- | 
tained. The evil is ingrafted upon the very vitals 
of our political institutions. it cannot be cured 
by a presidential election, but by legislative enact- | 
ments. Iam nopartyman. Sir, 1 stand here as 
a citizen of the United States, or rather as a rep- | 
resentative of South Carolina. | 

The resolutions and the motion to print were | 
then laid on the table. | 

Mr. SMITH then moved to lay the motion to 
print. on the table, upon which Mr. HILL de- 
manded the yeas and nays; and they were ordered, 
and are as follows, to wit: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Bell, Bibb,, Black, Calhoun, | 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsbo- | 
rough, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Mangum, | 
Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, | 
Waggaman, Webster—27. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, | 
Cuthbert, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, 





|| 
1] 
1} 





King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, | 
Preston, Robinson, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, | 


White, Wright—20. 
So the question was determined in the affirma- 


tive, and the whole matter was laid upon the 
table. 


Mr. CLAY then gave notice that when the sub- 


ject should be moved again, he would offer the || 


following resolution: 
Resolved, That the instructions of the Legisla- 


ture of Alabama, presented by the Senator from || 


that State, ought not to be acted upon by the 


THE CO 


| Messrs. 
| LEIGH, WEBSTER, CALHOUN, PORTER, 
‘and HILL, participated. 


| seven thousand five hundred to ten and twenty 


| WEBSTER, 


|| Webster—24. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Bu- || 


Senate, nor contain any request that they be laid || 
before the Senate; and inasmuch, also, as that || 
which those resolutions direct should be done, 
cannot be done without violating the Constitution |} 
of the United States. 


THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
_Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolu- 


on: 

Resolved, That the General Post Office is deeply || 
in debt—its affairs in great disorder—its accounts || 
and reports irregular, unsatisfactory, and in many } 
instances untrue—that large sums of public money |, 
have been wasted and paid over to favored indi- | 
viduals upon false pretences; and that its conduct || 
and administration are justly the subjects of pub- || 
lic complaint, and demand a radical reform. 
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repeal it? He would. say to the gentleman, that || Senate, inasmuch ‘a8 they are not addressed to the Affairs, reported the following joint resolution; 


which was read twice: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 


| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘That the President of the United States be, and 
| he is hereby, authorized to constitute a board of 
| naval officers, to be composed of post captains, 
| whose duty it shall be, in conjunction with the 
| Secretary of the Navy, to revise the code of naval 
| signals. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide compensation to 
Commodore Barron, for his invention called ‘‘a 
ventilator of ships; which was read twice and 
committed. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on Roads 


and Canals, reported a bill amendatory of the act 


| for the continuation of the Cumberland road; 


REORGANIZATION OF THE POST OFFICE DE- || 
PARTMENT. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


bill to reorganize the General Post Office, when it 
was postponed to, and made the special order for, 
Monday next. 


print the reports of the committee and documents, 
which led to a considerable discussion, in which 


GRUNDY, CLAYTON, EWING, | 


Several motions to print were made, rising from 


thousand. 
Upon the motion to print twenty thousand 
copies of the reports and documents made by Mr. 


Mr. HILL asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, 
Kent, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Sils- 
bee, Smith, Southard, Tomlinson, Waggaman, 













| not concur with the committee. 
| fore, move so to amend the bill as that the fin 
| and imprisonment provided by it should be left t» 
| the discretion of a jury, instead of the court. 





which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, a bill from 


| the Senate, to remove the land office from Clinton 
| to Jackson, in the State of Mississippi; which was 


| ordered to be read a third time. 
Mr. GRUNDY then renewed his motion to |! 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on the 


| Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize the 


removal of the land office from Wapahkanetta to 


| Lima, in the State of Ohio; which was read twice 
/ and ordered to be engrossed. ee 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on th 


| Judiciary, reported a bill to prescribe the punish 
| ment o ) 
agents; which was read twice. 


consuls, vice consuls, and commercia 


Mr. ROBERTSON remarked that there wa: 


| one feature of the bill which be considered o 


great interest and importance, and in which he di¢ 
He would, there 


Mr. FOSTER remarked that the gentleman hae 
moved a similar amendment in the committes 


| Several members were disposed to favor it; but 


majority of the committee were of opinion th» 





| this should not be made an exception to the gen 


|| Shenan, Cathbert, Gerandy, Hendricks, Eli, | eral rule of proceeding in cases of a similar char 


|| Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, 
|| Linn, McKean, Morris, Preston, Shepley, Tall- 


|| Linn, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, Tallmadge, 


|| madge, Tipton, Tyler, White, Wright—22. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER then moved that the Senate 
take up the bill making compensation for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was agreed to. 

The question being upon ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading, 


which were ordered, and are as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Buchanan, Clay, Clay- 

| ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Kent, 

Knight, McKean, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 


bee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson, 
man, Webster—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, 


agga- 





| Calhoun, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, || 


| Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, 


| Tyler, White, Wright—21. 
| Mr. CLAYTON then gave notice that at one 


o’clock to-morrow, he would move the Senate to 
go into the consideration of executive business. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
’ The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 28, 1835. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to au- 
thorize the Secretary of War to purchase a site for 
/ an arsenal at Memphis, Tennessee, and to provide 
| for the erection of an arsenal on the same; which 


F was twice read and committed. 


Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate, for the relief of the heirs of 
Colonel Jean Hudry; which was committed. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval 


1 
1} 


it 


acter. 
| Mr. ROBERTSON remarked that the Sta: . 





Mr. WEBSTER demanded the yeas and nays; || 


Porter, Prentiss, Preston, eee ane, | 


from which he came held the trial by jury as a 
sacred principle, and he was unwilling in this c.se 


| to yield that principle, and vest the decision in one 


| man. It proposed to give to the court a discrstion 
which he thought dangerous and improper, and 
_ which should be left to a jury of the country, 

| The amendment was disagreed to, and the bill 
| ordered to be engrossed. 

| Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committse on the 
' Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the 
| assignees of Peter Albar; which was read twice 
| and committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the same committee, re- 

orted a bill to authorize the sale of certain lands 
betonieiets to a university in Michigan; which was 
read twice and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved the printing of papers 
which he then presented to the House, in relation 
| to the extension of the boundery line of the State 
of Missouri; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the Com- 
| mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill grant- 
ing a pension to Justus Cobb; which was read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. ADAMS, from the same committee, re- 
pones a bill for the relief of Lambert L. Vanval- 
enburg; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. ALLAN, of Kentucky, instructed by the 
Committee on Territories, asked the House to set 
apart Thursday, the 5th February, for the con- 
sideration of bills relating to the Territories. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
POLK, ALLAN, WARDWELL, SEVIER, 
GARLAND, and WHITE, in relation to the 
various measures which remained unacted on, Mr. 
GARLAND suggested that the second Monday in 
February be set apart for the consideration of the 
bills alluded to. 

Mr. ALLAN accepted the amendment as a 
| modification of his motion; when the proposition 
| was agreed to. 
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Unfavorable reports upon various petitions,&c., || compensation. In the year 1833 Congress passed 
were made by Messrs. GILLET,J.Q.ADAMS, | a law making their fees the same as if the duties 
THOMSON, McKIM, TOMKINS, and FUL- | had not been reduced, and limiting their income | 
TON, from various standing committees. to ~~ per ee oe will find it stated 

: in the report and in the Blue Book that one 
RESOLUTIONS BSQIOUVED. weigher received upwards of $2,000, while another 

Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, offered the received but $330; the truth was the one received 
following resoluuon; which, under the rule, lies precisely the sameas the other—averaging $133 80. 
one day ‘ | He put it to the House to say whether this amount | 

Resolved, That the President of the United States || was sufficient if they would have respectable and 
be requested to communicate to this House, if not responsible officers. The city of New York was 
incompatible with the public interest, any corre- | divided into thirteen districts—many of those offi- 
spondence with the Government of France, and || cers were obliged to go from one to two miles to | 











any despatches received from the Minister of the | attend to their duties. In the first place, his house || 


United States at Paris, not hithertocommunicated | rent should be estimated at least at $450; his fuel 
to the House, in relation to the failure of the | at $)50; hisclothing at $125. This amount might 
French Government to carry into effect any stipu- | be put to his individual expenses, to which should 
lation of the treaty of the 4th of July, 1831. | be added his food, which he is compelled to pro- 
Mr. FERRIS offered the following resolution; | cure at the eating-houses near the scene of his 
which, under the rule, lies one day: | duties, $125. One dollar was surely a moderate 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || estimate of his daily family expenses, making 
requested to furnish this House with the report | $365 per annum; the clothing of his family might 
of the Solicitor of the Treasury ; together with all be estimated at $125, and $150 for purposes of | 
the documents relative to the compromise of. the | education. Thus we have for his yearly expenses 
claime of the United States against Thomas H. || the sum of $1,490, exclusive of various other items 
Smith and Son, and their securities. which it would be difficult to enumerate. 
On motion of Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, Mr. W. said, he would go with the gentleman 
Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and || t restrict the compensation of these officers to the 


Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 


Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, by grant- the poor and pillaging system of paying salaries, 
ing and releasing, for the benefit of the other | which he was sorry to see have so many advo- 
stockholders, the stock now held therein by the || ©#te8 on that floor this year, was the most unwise 
United States. and corrupting system in the world. If you set | 

PETITIONS PRESENTED. up these offices for the lowest bidder, you would | 


Petitions and memorials were presented by | the figure naught, but they would find the ways 
Mesers. J. @. ADAMS, EWING, ARCHER, || and means of paying themselves a higher salary 
and H. EVERETT; which were referred. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. POLK called for the orders of the day. 

Agreed to. 
hen the orders of the day were called, 

Mr. POPE reminded the House that about ten 
days since he had given notice that he would, on 
this day, move the House to resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to consider the bill reported by him in relation to || and also do justice to the Government, by securing 
the Louisville and Portland canal. As the appro- || an honest collection of the revenue, by giving them 
priation bill was still under discussion, he would || an adequate compensation. 


| instance, could make a cask weigh as much when 
| one half of its contents was taken out as it did 


| The cask might be filled with water. A custom- 
house oath was considered by many as the least of 
all moral obligations. He knew individuals who 


| to be men of honesty and integrity. He hoped 


of. || pose, to which he believed the gentleman from 
The amendments of the Senate to the billof the || Ohio would not object. It was as follows: 
House for the adjustment of land claims in Lou- | 
isiana were concurred in. 


came up upon the motion to reconsider the vote || Wise allowed by Congress. 
whereby it was rejected. || Mr. J. said, his object was to empower the Sec- 


collectors of customs, to apportion to places where 
|| they might be required, custom-house officers at 
present in the service. The amendment of the 


until to-morrow. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bili making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year | 
1835. 

The question was on the amendment offered 
by Mr. VANCE, proposing to repeal the second | 
section of the law of 1834 (which gives to certain | 
subordinate officers of the customs the same emol- 





service, to send an inspector to any exposed point, 
unless there should be an excess in one district. 
What Mr. J. wanted, was to empower these per- 


requisite, which they would be enabled to do under 


uments as they received prior to the reduction of || the provision under consideration. If, for in- | 


duties in 1832) to limit their compensation, and | stance, there be too many inspectors in the dis- 
oblige them to report, annually, the amount of || trict of New York, and too few in the district of 


compensation by fees, &c., received by them, || New Haven, he wished to give the Secretary | 
of the Treasury the power of reducing them in the | 


together with an amendment thereto, securing to i 
them the same emoluments as they received in || former, and increasing them in the latter. At 
1834, &c. || present, he had the power of decreasing in New 
Mr. WISE said his object in rising was merely || York, but he had not the power, provided the 
to state some facts, as he was led to believe from || amendment of the gentleman from Ohio be adopted, 
the remarks he had heard yesterday, that the || of adding any inspectors in any district, however 
House did not fully understand the manner in || necessary it might be. Mr. J. presumed the gen- 
which our revenue officers were paid. The report || tleman did not design so to curb and restrain the 
upon the subject was calculated to mislead and || power of the Secretary of the Treasury. - 
to deceive. ‘The gentleman from North Caro- | Mr. VA 
lina [Mr. Wirtiams] had cited the enormous | proper one, and he would adopt it. 
sum of six thousand dollars as the amount received Mr. JARVIS wished to say a few words in reply 
bya single weigheror gauger The truth was that | tothe gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise.} The 
no such sum was paid. Previous to the reduction || argument used by that gentleman in regard to 
of the tariff, the weighers received thirty-seven || weighers and gaugers, went farther, perhaps, than 
and a half cents per ton, but since that reduction ] he intended; for it applied equally well, and indeed 
their fees were reduced to a low, but adequate |! better, to the inspectors. The latter received a per 
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sum of $2,000 per annum. They could not re- | tr 
cy of aiding, to relieve from embarrassment, the || ©®!V€ More under the present law. He believed 


| have some very respectable looking men giving in || 
than that now allowed. A weigher of sugar, for || 
| before. So with wine, returned for a drawback. | 


would smuggle, while he believed them otherwise || 


| that Congress would do justice to these officers, | 


Provided, That the whole number of custom- | 
| house officers in the United States, on the first of || 
The bill for the benefit of the city of Alexandria | February, 1834, shall not be inereased till other- | 


gentleman from Ohio, if adopted, would not per- | 
mit the Secretary of the Treasury, or the collec- | 
tors, however necessary it might be for the public | 


sons to transfer from one district to another when | 


NCE supposed the proviso was a) 








diem ellowance, which, by law, could not exceed 
_ three dollars a day, making $1,095 per annum. 
| Now, if the weigher and gauger could not live for 

less than $3,000 a year, how were the inspectors 

to live for a little more than $1,000? They had 
/as many mouths to feed, and as many children to 
| educate, and the responsibility upon them was 
| greater than upon the weighersand gaugers. Mr. 
J. agreed with the gentleman fons Virginia, that 
it was in the power of the last to defraud the Goy- 
| ernment by making false returns, and entering a 
| full hogshead of sugar when it was perhaps only 
half full, or a pipe of wine when its contents 





/might be nothing but water, and procuring the 
| drawback upon thesame. Buttheinspector could, 
| if disposed, go a little further. By law the in- 
| apector was compelled to certify that the goods 
| specified had been actually put on board; but he 
| might certify without anything being put on board 
;at all. He might give his certificate, and the 
| exporting merchant would receive the whole 
/amount of duties, when none of the goods were 
'on board. This was no imaginary case; for it 
| had fallen under Mr. S.’s own experience. He 
| had known cases where teas were alleged to have 
been on board, where there was nothing but empt 

chests, or with stones in them, and wine appeeted, 
where not a single pint had gone out of the coun- 


Mr. J. wished this matter had come up ina 
| better shape, and was sorry that the necessity of 


|| having such an amendment introduced in an appro- 


priation bill should exist; but he was satisfied that 
unless it was put into an appropriation bill, there 
was very little chance of any reform ever being 
made in our custom-house system. It was when 
officers in the larger ports felt a pressure that we 
were to look for action in that House, and not 
before; and although he was at no time disposed 
to encumber appropriation bilis in this way, yet, 
as there was never any difficulty of encumbering 
them with extraneous matter when the object was 
to draw money out of the Treasury, he could not 


|| feel himself adverse to it when the object was to 


| retain money therein. 

| Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, stated the 
| process in the port of Philadelphia, which was 
| usually performed by the deputy weighers and 
laborers, the principal weigher rarely being in 
attendance, for there was but one for that port 
Therefore, all idea about dividing the fees among 


respected the city of Philadelphia. ‘The principal 
weigher had little discretion compared with the 
inspectors, who received a compensation of three 
dollarsaday. Assoonasa vessel arrived in port, 
an inspector was put on board, and it was his 


| 
postpone his motion until that bill was disposed || Mr. JARVIS said he had an amendmentto pro- || a number of persons was imaginary, at least as 


|| duty to permit nothing to be taken away without 
\ ' h || his certificate. ‘The goods for drawback are put 
On motion of Mr. MERCER, it was postponed || retary of the Treasury, in conjunction with the | 


on shore, under his control, and placed in custom- 
house stores or warehouses, and secured under 
_two locks, one key to be kept by him, and the 
|| other by the merchant; and the door could not 
be opened without the presence of both. If the 
inspector was disposed to connive at fraud, he 
could do so, but the weigher had no means of 
| doing it. Then, if $1,333 be not enough to keep 
| one honest, how would $1,000 be sufficient to 
|| keep the other so? 

Mr. EH. contended further, that the gentleman 
\| from Virginia had made a very exaggerated state- 
| ment in regard to the expense of living in those 
|| places. A house'amply sufficient for aman of this 
|| description could be rented at one half the sum 
set down, and the expense of fuel was also too 
much. But his principal objection was the giving 
| one mana salary of $1,000 to perform as much or 
‘|more labor than another who was to receive 
$2,000. Mr. H. agreed that some legislation on 
| this subject was necessary, and that there might 
| be particular places where the compensation would 
' be found too small, but if officers themselves 
| thought so, we should soon have a multiplicity of 
applications from them for a remedy. 

r. McKIM said he had been to the Treasury 
'| Department that morning, for the purpose of pro- 
| curing a return of what the compensation of the 
|| custom-house officers really was. The fees re- 
| ceived in Baltimore, Mr. McK. was understood to 
| say, amounted last year to only $433, making the 
| whole compensation only $1,433, and this was the 
'| exorbitant salary complained of by several gentle- 














1835. 


men. In Baltimore ‘there was but one weigher, || the subject of the compensation of the collectors 


and his salary last year was $1,917, and out of | 
that he had to pay all the laborers and clerks em- | 
ployed by him. Mr. McK. thought the collector | 
of every port should receivea certain fixed salary, | 
and he believed if a plan of that kind was adopted, 

the country would be a gainer of some thirty or | 
forty thousand dollars, but he thought the general | 
appropriation bill an improper place for it. He 

therefore trusted that the amendment would not | 


prevail, but that the Committee on Commerce | 
would be permitted to introduce a bill to regulate | 


the whole subject. 

Mr. WISE made a brief reply to Messrs. Jar- 
vis and Harpes, and said the argument used by 
the latter did not apply. 


that the inspectors received too little. Did an 
gentleman believe that the inspectors of Philadel- 
phia or New York received no more than three 


dollarsaday? Nosuchthing. Mr. W.defended | 


the accuracy of the statement he had read with 


regard to the expenses of living, &c., and hoped | 


the House would leave the matter alone in the 
er bill, and authorize the passage of a 
special bill on the subject. 


Mr. HARPER said a few words in defence of | 


the character of the custom-house officers of Phil- 
adelphia. 


r. SUTHERLAND said he had one word to | 


say with regard to the allusions which had been 
made against this class of public officers. He was 
acquainted with many of them whose characters 
were unimpeachable. One of them in Philadel- 


phia was an officer of the army during the last || 


war, and he had no hesitation in saying that his 


reputation stood as high as that of any individual | 
Mr. S. concurred ia || 
the opinion of the honorable gentleman from Vir- || 


on that floor, or elsewhere. 


ginia, [Mr. Wise,] that the salaries of these offi- 
cers should beestablished on a more liberal basis. 


After going into an exposé of the inadequacy of | 


the pay of some of the officers employed, Mr. S. 


said he did not deem it expedient to embark in this || 


argument, as he believed the whole subject was 
agitated in the wrong place. It did not properly 


belong to the appropriation bill. The Committee | 


on Commerce had the subject in their custody, 
and he pledged himself that if the appropriation 
bill was left unencumbered with the amendment, 


they would introduce a bill embracing the whole | 


subject. 
Mr. BURGES said he had heretofore said 
nothing on this subject, and it had been his inten- 


tion to have said nothing; but he could not con- 


pensation. We had been told that these officers 


in New York could not live on three dollars per |, 


day. It had been suggested on that floor, a few 
days ago, that a distinguished officer, if he was 
not satisfied with his pay, should have resigned. 
The same rule should apply to these individuals. 
But no—they still hang on to the custom-house— 
an army o 
recruits could easily be enlisted. He could not 
subscribe to the argument of the gentleman from 


Virginia, [Mr. Wise,) that it was necessary to | 
increase the salaries of officers, to keep them | 


honest. 
Money could not purify the sordid soul. 


up all our institutions—give up society, and revert 
back to the savage state. 


Mr. B. said he was willing to pay the officers | 
of the United States as other men were paid, and | 


no more; but if gentlemen would look around 
them, they would see they were paid at least fifty 
per cent. more. But the House had been told 


that the Committee on Commerce was about to | 
It had | 


bring in a bill to provide for this subject. 


1 ised, and th dtob 
Re ee ee eee as af diteeeaing, Ea || .‘* For-additional cleck hire. for the.year 1834, | 


immediate accomplishment of the promise. He 
should, therefore, vote to place the additional 
item in the appropriation bill, to crowd the offi- 
cers until they should crowd that committee to do 


_THE © 


{t did not prove that the || 
compensation of the weighers was too much, but | 


them—and ten or fifteen thousand | 


He never knew that plan to succeed. || 
If this | 
doctrine was to prevail, it would be better to give | 
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of the customs, and their assistants, required atten- 
tion and regulation. He was the more sensible 
| of this, from having read, with some care, the re- 
| port of the Secretary of the Treasury on this sub- 
| ject. But he was well informed that the Finance 
| Committee of the Senate are now engaged in a 
| laborious examination of the subject, and that 
| they would probably report to the Senate very 
| soon, and he felt assured that, from the unanimity 
believed to prevail with the committee on the sub- 
ject, their bill, covering the whole ground, would 
| be sent to us in season for our action. He was, 
| moreover, opposed to introducing into appropria- 
| tion bills provisions so entirely foreign and incon- 
sistent with their object, and should therefore 
vote against the amtndment. 





y') Mr. HARPER followed with some remarks, in 


reply to Mr. SUTHERLAND. 

Mr.SUTHERLAND rejoined. He concluded 
| by again repeating that the Committee on Com- 
merce had this subject under consideration, and 
| would certainly introduce a bill providing for the 
|| compensation of custom-house officers, if the 
| amendment was rejected, in a very few days. 


| 0 
|| no harm, even if the projected bill from the Com- 


| 

| passed; for, in that case, theamendment would be 
| annulled. 

| taken, as he was aware the House was weary of 
| the subject. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
| question of adopting the amendment— 


but the call was not seconded by the House. 

Mr. McKAY (after suggesting a verbal amend- 
| ment, which was adopted by Mr. Vance) said, 
| he last year voted against a similar provision to 
| the present, in the appropriation bill, on the 
|| promise that a bill would be introduced by the 
|| Committee on Commerce, embracing the whole 
|| subject. It had not been done, and he should now 
} vote for the amendment. 
|| Mr. HALL, of North Carolina, said, like his 
|| colleague, (Mr. McKay,] he last year voted against 
| this proposition. It was on the ground that it 
|| introduced strange and foreign matter into the 

appropriation bill, which was a bill sui generis— 
| devoted to particular objects, which he enumer- 
|| ated. Ee should now vote against it on thesame 
|| grounds. 


| voting against the amendment to those offered by 

| the gentleman who last addressed the chair, [Mr. 

|| Hauy.} Healso took this occasion to return his sin- 
| cere thanks to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
for stripping the appropriation bills of all extrane- 
| ous matter. It was certainly the wisest course of 
|| legislation. 

Mr. SCHLEY said he believed some provision 

|| was necessary to regulate the pay of those engaged 

in the public revenue, to give them a sufficient 
|| compensation, and to restrict them from obtaining 
|| too much. If the amendment under consideration 

| had been of a character consistent with the bill 

| itself, and would have effected the object desired, 

| he would have voted for it; but it was totally un- 





| connected with any part of the bill, its subject, 
nor embraced or touched upon in a single clause 

of it; and, therefore, Mr. g. could not vote for it. 

He was in favor of the principle it involved, and 

|| should vote against it only because it was intro- 

duced in an improper place. 

|| ‘Thequestion on the amendment was then taken 

by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows—yeas 

| 111, nays 91. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LINCOLN then moved to strike out the 

|| following clause: 


$38,355 84.” 
* He entered into an elaborate argument to show 





BE. 


ae ad 


Mr. VANCE again addressed the House in favor || 
f his amendment, which he contended could do || 


mittee on Commerce should be introduced and || 


aie beped the question would now be || gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. Lincoin,} 


| Mr. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; || 
| 


|| hire, but they had not been acted on. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS made a motion to,adjourn; 
| which was negatived—ayes 54, noes 79.) 

| Mr. POLK said the question was embraced 
| within a very small compas. It was well known 
| to every one that the number of clerks provided 
| by law was inadequate to perform the duties of 


| the Post Office, and applications had been repeat- 


edly made to Congress for additional aid, without 
success. But although Congress had refused to 


| pass a law to authorize the extra number, it had 


uniformly sanctioned appropriations for exira 
clerk hire, from the year 1828 up to the present 
/time, and for years preceding. Had gentlemen 
forgotten that in the debate of last year, a letter 
was produced from Judge McLean, the predeces- 
| sor cf the present Postmaster General, averring 
| that the duties of the office could not be performed 
| without the employment of additional force? The 
| fault then lay not with the Post Office in asking 
| for this appropriation, but with Congress, in 
refusing to authorize a sufficient number of clerks 
| to execute the labors of that department. If this 
were not done, what would be the consequence? 
Why that the work must be left undone. Con- 
gress must do one of two things, either provide 
additional force, or pay for extra clerk hive. If 
| precedents were necessary, Mr. P. could adduce 


| them, of extra clerk hire, granted long before the 
present time, upon the same principle as the one 
| now called for. 

Mr. P. said he was not a little astonished at the 


whose reputation came there in advance of him, 
that he should upon so plain a question, and one 
| perfectly intelligible, have misunderstood himeelf. 
He takes up the Blue Book, and says here are 
| seventy-five clerks engaged; while the law only 


| authorizes thirty-eight, and what can be wanted 


of more? Now, did not the gentleman know that 
the number set down in the Blue Book was the 
number actually employed last year in the Post 
| Office, and that it was for labor done in 1834 that 
| the appropriation under debate was asked? The 
| labor had been performed, and Congress were 


|| told last year when the same item was under con- 
|| sideration, they must grant it, inasmuch as they 


had failed to provide the necessary force. Con- 
| gress did grant it, and the work was done. Mr. 
| P. contended that the Postmaster General was 
|notculpable. Bills had been reported from time 
| to time to provide additional and sufficient clerk 
A resolu- 
| tion was offered a few days ago, adopted by the 


|| Elouse, and at that time under consideration in 


: ‘|| Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS gave similar reasons for | 
sent to sit and hear members sneered at, because | 


in their views of liberality and economy, they | 
thought fifteen hundred doilars an adequate com- | 


| the Committee of Waysand Means, directing that 
| committee to inquire and report what additional! 
| number of clerks would be requisite in all the 
| various departments, to perform the duties of 
those offices. He invoked the genJeman to come 
| forward with his aid, as soon as the committee 
| should report, which he trusted would be in a few 
'||days. They were preparing a bill to reduce the 
‘| number of clerks where they could be spared, 
'and to provide, by a permanent law, that the 
| business of all the departments should be substan- 
| tially done. The committee will make a bold 
| effort and bold appeal to the members of the 
House, and he called upon those disposed to cen- 
sure the departments, to stand up with them. To 
‘return to the Post Office; its business had been 
| almost quadrupled since the act of 1828, limiting 
| the number of clerks, and it was impossible to do 
|the work with that number. Mr. P. said he 
| hoped the House would not retard the passage of 
|| the appropriation bill nae pe He was continually 
|pressed by members of all parties, to use his 
| endeavors to get it through, so as to expedite 
‘\the remaining business before the House. He 
|| hoped the House was prepared to vote on it at 
once, especially as the question was decided at the 
| last session by yeas and nays, and the principle 
| was the same. 

Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, said he 
would detain the House but a few moments. He 
| was astonished at the memory of the worthy and 
| honorable member from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lin- 








i 
i 


that the provision was contrary to law; which had | 
fixed the number of clerks, and that the Post- | 





its duty. 





coLn.] That gentleman’s memory appeared to 
be very good in relation to the Post Office Depart- 





Mr-MANN, of New York, said that he was 
not about to debate this question; but he wished, 
in justice to himself, to assign a reason for the vote 
he intended to give. He was fully sensible that 





master General was not warranted in employing || ment, and he could pot have forgotten that the 
| the additional force; quoting the act of Congress, | same arguments which he had now advanced 
and making sundry references to the Blue Book, || were made and rebutted at the last session. Mr. 
and other works. i J. said he stood there as the personal friend of 
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the Postchaster General, and hecould not sit there 
and hear him denounced as a lawless man with- || 
out repelling the charge. 

Mr. LINCOLN explained. 


Mr. JOHNSON continued. The gentleman || 
might use such language as he pleased, and he || 
should tuke the same neg = inreply. 

The question was then taken on the motion of | 
Mr. Lincotn, and decided in the negative without | 
a division. {| 
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NOTICE OF BILLS, ETC. } to-morrow; and, as a testimony of respect for the 
Mr. CLAYTON gave notice that to-morrow he | memory of the deceased, they will go into mourn. 


_ would ask leave to introduce a bill authorizing the | ing by wearing crape round the left arm for thirty 
He had done cer- | Secretary of the Treasury to settle the claims of || 
tain acts, which he had specified, in violation of || the Government on the Alleghany Bank of Penn- | 
law, and was in that respect lawless. | sylvania. | 


ays. 
n motion of Mr. PRESTON, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 








Mr. BENTON gave notice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce the following joint | 
resolution: 1 Tuorspay, January 29, 1835. 

Be it resolved by the Senate aud House of Repre- | The House met pursuant to adjournment, at 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress || twelve o’clock. 
assembled, That so much of the joint resolution of | After the reading of the proceedings of the pre- 


Mr. BEAUMONT moved to strike out the || March 3, 1819, as prescribes the manner of elect- || ceding day, and the receipt of a message from the 
appropriation of $2,000 for a library for the office | ing public printers, and 80 much of the joint reso- || President of the United States, through his Secre- 


of the Attorney General. _ lution of 5th February, 1829, as amends the said | 

The motion was advocated by Messrs. BEAU- | resolution in relation to the. manner of electing | 
MONT and HARDIN, and decided by yeas and 
nays in the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 48. | 

Mr. McKAY then submitted an amendment, || BILLS RECOMMITTED. 
directing the kind of currency to be received in | On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the bill for 
the collection of the revenue. | the relief of the heirs of Nathaniel Tyler was | 

Mr. POLK aaid this was a literal copy of a pro- || taken up and recommitted to the Committee on 
vision in the former bill, and he had no objection 
to its adoption. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill, 
with the amendments, was then ordered to be 
engrossed for a third-reading to-morrow; where- 
upon, at half-past four o'clock, 

The House adjourned. 


pealed. 


for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch was taken up | 
and recommitted to the Committee on the Public | 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, reported a bill making appro- | 
_priations to improve and complete certain roads | 
/in Arkansas; which was read the first time and | 


ordered to a second reading. 
DEATH OF HON. WARREN R. DAVIS. 


IN SENATE. 
Trvurspay, January 29, 1835. 
Petitions were presented by Messrs. GOLDS.- || 
BOROUGH, CLAYTON, and TOMLINSON, 
which were appropriately referred. 


Mr. WAGGAMAN submitted the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 
erecting a light-house at the mouth of the Bayou 


being introduced, announced the 
Hon. Warren R. Davis, a Representative in 
Congress from the State of South Carolina, ac- 


to his funeral. 


i} 


public printers, be, and the same hereby is, re- || 


‘| the Public Lands. ; } 
On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, the bill || 


Lands. 1 


: : nei | 
companied with the customary resolution relative || dun 
|| stitutions. 


Mr. CALHOUN then said, in rising to offer | Of his lingering illness, at the very mention of 


tary, Major A. J. Donexson: 

OBITUARY. 
Mr. PICKENS, of South Carolina, arose, and 
addressed the Chair, as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: It becomes my melancholy and 
painful duty to announce to this House the death 
of one of my colleagues, Warren R. Davis, of 
South Carolina. He died this morning, a few 
moments before seven o’clock. Sir, it is not my 
province to speak in the language of eulogy, but [ 
| trust 1 may be permitted to say of the deceased, 
| that, whatever were his faults, they were of sucha 
_ nature as to sink with him into the tomb and be 
| forgotten; whilst those who knew him best, will 
remember only that he had a heart full of human 
kindness, rich in all those qualities that constitute 
/agallant man. Under wit that was ever brilliant, 
and humor that never grew heavy, he covered a 
shrewd sagacity in relation to men, and a thorough 
knowledge of human affairs. Asa public man, 





The Clerk of the House of Representatives | perhaps the ruling feeling of his heart was a deep 
death of the || and burning attachment to his native State. 


With 
him it was not as with most men, the ordinary 
| principle of patriotism. No! it was a permanent, 
abiding, passionate affection for her, and all her in- 
So much so, that even in the last days 





St. John, in Louisiana. | the usual resolution on this melancholy occasion, | South Carolina, you might see the fire of animated, 
Resolved, That a select committee on the part |! he felt it to be a duty which he owed to himself | but sinking nature, rekindle in his eye, and burn 


of the Senate be appointed to inquire into the || and to his deceased friend, tomake a few remarks 

expediency of establishing a branch of the Mint of | commemorative of his many very excellent quali- 

the United States at the city of New Orleans. | ties. He knew him intimately—he was his near 
Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Claims, | neighbor and personal and political friend, and 

reported a bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson; '| nearly connected with him by the ties of close 

which was read the first time, and ordered to a 

second reading. 
Mr. WEBSTER said he was instructed by the | omens 

Committee on Finance to move to be discharged || a —— 

from the further consideration of certain petitions || clear, rapid, and comprehensive; accom 





| 
| 


he had rarely known an individual more richly 


which the committee had under consideration, || : : : . 
and to present a resolution which applied to the | trating his thoughts, both in conversation and 


subject of them. He therefore submitted the fol- | a pe inuaeestaineniae 
ae eres 4 ” || > z 
pepe . aa at his request, was con | cate taste, accompanied by a sportive wit and an 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury seater se vv _ pita pe penny 
cause to be ascertained the amount of duties || N disti 7 : oxy 
: ; : | Nor was he less distinguished for his moral quali- 
assessed and paid on plains, kerseys, and kendall ties. He was generous, brave, patrictic.and dis- 
cottons, imported into the United oe. which | lataisaahidl oa to a fault Foe the truth of this 
were ordered after the passage of the act of the || _- : ; : 
14th July, 1832, and belore the passage of the act || ne yey et oat son eenapweees - ee 
of the 2d of March, 1833—that he lay an account whom he saw ae tie who ae ae, 
a the Senate at the next session of /| .- uainted with the deceased,and whocould sous 
; || for its correctness. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | Davis. 
tion, the consideration of which he moved at this 
time: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of increasing the appropriation for arming the | 





He is now no more. He departed this 


witnessed the departing scene. He met his fate 


{Dr. Linxn,] the Senator from Missouri, whose 
| kind attentions to the deceased will be long re- 


fortifications of the United States. _ |, membered by his surviving friends, announced to 
Mr. POINDEXTER thought the resolution | him, after the adjournment of the Senate yester- 
should go to the Committee on k inance, ] day, his approac. ing dissolution, though the sad 


Mr. WEBSTER said he thought the direction || event was unexpected to him, he met it with per- 
designed for it was the most proper one. The | fect resignation. He thanked him for his kind- 
Finance Committee of course were to look after || ness and candor, and said, that he only desired to 


affinity. And he must say that in forming nota . 
very limited acquaintance in petting through life, |, most perfect ealmness and composure, and replied 
i 


is intellect was of the highest order; | 


nied | 
|| with a remarkable facility in expressing and illus- | 


Such was Warren Ransom || 
life at seven o’clock this morning. He (Mr. C.) | 


Af- || with calmness. When his most excellent friend, | 


_upon his cheek. Jt may be gratifying to his rela- 
'| tions to know, that in his last suffering hours, 
|| even up to the moment of death, he retained the 
|| full exercise of all his faculties. And when it was 
‘| announced to him that he would soon have to 


meet his God, he received the disclosure with the 


| 


in these remarkable words, that all he ‘‘ desired 
| was to die easily and gracefully.” 

it may also be to his relations a source of con- 
solation to know, that, during his protracted sick- 
ness up to his death scene, he had around him the 
|| kindest and most devoted personal friends, who 
| ministered to him all that affectionate attention 
| could prompt. 

I will conclude by saying, that in his death this 
| House has lost a prominent member, and his State 
|| a patriot citizen, who might have been to her 
| an ornament in the brightest days of her proud 
|| career. , 
| Mr. P. then offered the following resolutions: 
| Resolved, That the members of this House will 
'| attend the funeral of the late Warren R. Davis, 
|| at twelve o’clock, to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of Warren 
R. Davis, deceased, late a member of this House 
'| from the State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
|| testify their respect for the memory of Warren 
| R. Davis, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
| thirty days. 

|| In pursuance of the foregoing resolutions, which 
|| were read and unanimously adopted, the SPEAKER 
‘| announced the following members to constitute 
| the committee of arrangements to superintend the 


| 


| funeral of the deceased member, viz: 

















the means; but he thought it belonged to the Mil- | 
itary Commiitee to inquire into the necessity of | 
making the appropriation. He (Mr. W.) thought | 
it of the most pressing necessity that the appro- | 
priations for these objects should be increased. 
The resolution was then adupted. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee || 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of |) 
Colonel Daniel Numan; which was read the first 
time and ordered to a second reading. 


die in peace and composure. His wish was real- | 
ized. He fell into a gentle slumber at one o’clock | 
in the morning, to awake no more. He departed | 
without a struggle or a groan, lost forever to his || 
country and his friends. : || 

Mr. C. concluded by moving the following res- | 
olution: {| 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend thefuneral || 
of the Hon. Wanren R. Davis, late a member | 





_ of the House of Representatives from the State of || ; 
‘South Carolina, at the hour of twelve o’clock || sent to the Senate, announcing the death of the 


On motion of Mr. PINCKNEY, a message was 


Mr. Pickens, of South Carolina, 


Arcuer, of Virginia, 
Wipe, of Georgia, 
Harp, of ee Ae 
Coutrer, of Pennsylvania, 
Lansine, of New York, 
MclIntire, of Maine, 
Crane, of Ohio, 

Lea, of Tennessee. 


seer 











Hon. Warren R. Davis,a member of this House 
from South Carolina; when, 

On motion of Mr. MANNING, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 30, 1835. 

When the Senate was called to order— 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the reading of 
the Journal was dispensed with. 

Some conversation then ensued between Messrs. 
WEBSTER, POINDEXTER, WRIGHT, and 
SILSBEE, upon the propriety of adjourning over 
to Monday, a motion to that effect having been 
submitted by Mr. MANGUM, when the motion 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. LEIGH, the Senate ad- 
journed, and withdrew to the Hall of the House 
of Representatives, to attend the funeral of the 
Hon. Warren Ransom Davis. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frimay, January 30, 1835. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral obsequies of 
the Honorable Warren Ransom Davis, late a 
Representative in Congress from the State of South 
Carolina. 


The Committee of Arrangements, pall-bearers, | 


and mourners, attended at the late residence of the 
deceased, on Capitol Hill, at eleven o’ciock, a. m.; 


at which time the remains were removed, in | 
charge of the Committee of Arrangements, at- | 


tended by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of 


Representatives, to the Hall of the House, where || 
the funeral service was performed by the Rev. 


Mr. Hartcu. 
At twelve o’clock, meridian, the funeral. pro- 


cession moved from the Fall of the House of Rep- | 


resematives to the place of interment, in the fol- 
lowing order: 
The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians and Clergymen who attended the 
: deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 
Mr. Pickens, Mr. Archer, Mr. Wilde, Mr. Har- 
din, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Lansing, 
Mr. Crane, and Mr. Lea, of ‘T’ 


Pall-Bearers: 


ennessee. 
Pall-Bearers: 


Mr. Lewis, 2 Mr. Clayton, 
Mr. Williams, 4 Mr. Gordon, 
Mr. Bates, 5 Mr. McKennan. 


The family and friends of the deceased. 

The Members of the House of Representatives and 
Senators from South Carolina, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 


The Senate of the United States, preceded by the | 


Vice President, and their Secretary. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and its officers. 
Foreign Ministers. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


On the return of the members to the Hall, the | 
House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 31, 1835. 
Mr. CRANE, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the | 


heirs and legal representatives of Joseph Young, 
deceased; which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. CHINN, from the Committee on the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia, reported a bill to extend the 


charter of the Bank of Potomac, and the Farmers’ | 


Bank of Alexandria; which was read twice and | 
committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, of New York, from the Com- | 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill grant- 
ing a pension to Isaac Eckhart; which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill granting a quantity of land | 





Mr. Mclatire, | 
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in the Territory of Arkansas for public buildings | 
at the seat of governmentof that Territory. Read | 


twice and committed. 
PETITIONS PRESENTED. 


Petitions were presented by— ~ 
Mr. LINCOLN, of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
DUNLAP, of Tennessee. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Unfavorable reports were made by — 
Messrs. FULTON, CLAY, and CLAYTON, 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION, 


whom was referred that part of the President’s 


| to no decision thereon, and asked leave that they 
be discharged from its further consideration. 
| . Agreed to. 


resolution upon the table: 


That the following amendments to the Conatitu- 
| tion of the United States be proposed to the Legis- 
latures of the several States, which, when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, 
|| shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part 
of the Constitution, to wit: 

Ist. No person who shall have been elected 
President of the United States, shall be again 
| eligible to that office. 

21. Hereafter, the President and Vice President 
| of the United States shall be chosen by the people 
| of the respective States in the manner following: 





| On’ the first Monday and succeeding Tuesday 
and Wednesday in the month of August, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, and the same days in every 
fourth year thereafter, an election shall be held for 
President and Vice President of the United States, 





held by the laws of each State for members of the 
most numerous branch of the Legislature thereof. 
And the citizens of each State who possess the 
qualifications of electors of the most numerous 


there vote for President and Vice President of the 
| United States, one of whom shall not bean inhab- 
| itant of the same State with themselves. And the 
|| superintendents or persons holding elections in 
'| each election district shall immediately thereafter 





| with such other persons as shall be appointed b 
the authority of each State, to ascertain the result 
of said returns; and the person receiving thegreatest 
number of votes for President, and the one receiv- 


|| shall be holden to have received the whole number 
of votes which the State shall be entitled to give 
for President and Vice President; which fact shall 
immediately be certified by the Governor and sent 
to the seat of Government of the United States, 
to each of the Senators in Congress from such 
State, to the President of the Senate, and to the 

eaker of the House of Representatives. The 


ascertaining their result, shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislaturethereof. But Congress 
|| may, atany time, make or alter such regulations, 
| Congress shall have the power of altering the times 
| of holding the elections; but they shall be held on 
| the same days throughout the United States, and 
| of altering the time hereinafterwards prescribed 





| The Congress of the United States shall be inses- 
|| sion on the second Monday in October, in the year 
| one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and on 
the same day in every fourth year thereatter; and 





| 
| 


the Senate and House of Representatives, shall, 





Mr. GILMER, from the select committee to | 


| stitution to be President o 
|| which second election shali be conducted, the re- 


Mr. G. then asked leave to lay the following | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring,) |! 


ai such places and in such manner as elections are |' 


| branch of the State Legislature, shall then and || 


18] 


a" 





whole number of votes given shall have died be- 
fore the counting of the votes, then a second elec- 
tion shall be held on the first Monday and suc- 
ceeding Tuesday and Wednesday, in the month 
of December then next ensuing, which shall be 
confined “to the persons having the two highest 
number of votes at the preceding election. Butif 


| two or more persons have the highest and an 
|| equal number of votes, then the persons having 
|, the highest number of votes: Provided, however, 


If, in the first election, there were but two persons 
voted for, and the person receiving the highest 
number of votes shall have died before the count- 
ing of the votes, then, in the second election, the 


| choice shall not be confined to the person pre- 
message relative to the amendment of the Con- | 


| stitution, reported that the committee could come | 


viously voted for; but any person may be voted 
for who may be otherwise es by the Con- 
the United States; 


turns made, the votes counted, and the result of 
the election in each State, certified by the Gov- 
ernor in the same manner as in the first; and the 
final result of the election shall be ascertained in 
the same manner as the first, and at such time as 
shall be fixed by law, or resolution of Congress; 
jand the person having the greatest number of 

votes for President, shall be President; but if the 

two or more persons shall have received an equal 


1 and the highest number of votes at the second 


| election, or if the person who shall have received 
| the majority of the whole number of votes given 
| at the second election, shall have died before the 
counting of the votes, then the House of Repre- 
| sentatives shall choose one of the remaining num- 
ber of the persons voted for, for President, in the 
| manner now prescribed by the Constitution. But 
if there shall ees been but two persons voted for 
| in the second election, and the person who shall 
have received the highest number of votes shall 
| have died before the counting of the votes, the 
| Vice President then in office, shal! be President 
for the next succeeding term. 
3d. The person having the greatest number of 
| votes for Vice President, at the first election, shall 
be Vice President, if such number be a majority 
of the whole number of votes given: And if no 
| person shall have received such majority, or if the 
person who shall have received the majority of 


the whole number of votes given, shall have died 


before the counting of the votes, then of the per- 
| sons having the two highest number of votes, the 
| Senate shall choose one for Vice President, but if 





|| make returns thereof to the Governor of the State. | 
|| And it shall be the duty ef the Governor, together | 


ing the greatest number of votes for Vice President, | 


8 
sleoen and manner of holding such elections, of 
canvassing the votes, making returns thereof, and || 


for the assembling of Congress every fourth year. | 


the President of the Senate, in the presence of 


|| two or more persons have the highest and an equal 
number of votes, then the Senate shall choose a 
Vice President from the persons having the highest 
\| number of votes; but if there shall have been but 
| two persons voted for, and the person who shall 
have received the highest number of votes shall 
have died before the counting of the votes, then the 
remaining person shall be Vice President, or if all 
| the persons voted for shall have died before the 
| counting of the votes, then the Senate shall choose 
|| one of their own body for Vice President. 
|| 4th. No Senator or Representative shall be ap- 
pointed to any civil office, place, or emolument, 
‘| under the authority of the United States during 
|| the time for which he was elected, and for six 
months afterward. 
|| Mr. SPEIGHT wished to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Georgia if it was his intention to press 
| the consideration of the resolution at the present 
|| session of Congress. If so, Mr. 8S. would be glad 
|| if it were postponed to a day certain. Mr. 8. 
| said he would take that occasion to remark, that 
| although the committee could come to no agree- 
_ment generally, they did agree, with one excep- 
| tion, to that part relative to the election of Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States. 
Mr. GILMER said he should be gratified if the 
| House would consent to refer the subject to a 
| Committee of the Whole; but he could not, of 
| himself, have ventured to ask it. If the House 
would suffer it to be read a first and second time, 
|| he would ask that permission. 


} 
} 
} 


as soon as convenient and practicable, proceed to 
open all the certificates and returns, and the elec- || 
toral votes of the States shall be thereupon count- 
ed. The person having the greatest number of 
votes for President shall be President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of 
votes given. But if no person have such major- 
ity, or if the person having the majority of the 


Mr. HUBBARD believed a majority of the 
committee were decidedly opposed to both propo- 
|| sitions. Whether the gentleman intended the ac- 
] tion of Congres upon them during the present 
|| session, Mr. EH. knew not; but he was opposed to 





|| the course then adopted. He had no objection 
_ o should be merely presented, and laid on 
i e table. 
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Mr. GILMER would accept either course. 

Mr. SPEIGHT believed that he concurred with 
the gentleman from New Hampshire as to the 
amendment. Mr. 8S. did not desire to press the 
subject upon the consideration of the House, but 
only that a subject of so much importance to the 
American people should be brought fully before 
them. 

Mr. ARCHER said he thought it better that the 
resolution be laid on the table and printed. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

RELATIONS WITH FRANCE. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked the consent of the 
House to take up and consider the following reso- 
lution, offered by him on Wednesday, 28¢h instant: 

Resolved, Uhat the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, any corre- 
epondence with the Governmentof France,and any 
dispatches received from the Minister of the United 
States at Paris, not hitherto communicated to the 
House, in relation to the failure of the French 
Government to carry into effect any stipulation of 
the treaty of the 4th of July, 1831. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
adopted. 

THOMAS H. SMITH AND SON. 


Mr. FERRIS asked the consent of the House 
to take up and consider the following resolution, 
offered by him on Wednesday last. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish this House with the report of 
the Solicitor of the Treasury, together with all the 
documents relative to the compromise of the claims 
of the United States against Thomas H. Smith and 
Son, and their securities. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 
Mr. PLUMMER, by consent, offered the fol- 


lowing resoluuon: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting to the settlers on the public jands within 
that discrict of country ceded to the United States 
by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, in the Sune 
ot Missiesippt, where improvements have been 
covered by indian and Jeiferson College claims, 
and thereby deprived of the benefits of the pre- 
emption laws, a preémption right and other lands, 
in licu thereof, and of granting unto them such 


other relief as they may deem equitable and just. | 


Mr. CAGE said he had sometime since pre- 
pared a similar resolution in reference to those 
lands, but in a conversation with the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands, Mr. C. ascer- 
tained that a bill had been reported by that com- 
mittee embracing the same objects, as far as re- 
lated to the States of Alabama and Illinois; and 
the honorable chairman distinctly assured him that 
when that bill came up for consideration an amend- 
ment would be proposed thereto, to include the 
Siaie of Mississippi, the session being so far ad- 
vanced that a separate bill could not be passed. 

Mr. CLAY said, he did inform the gentleman 
that he would move an amendment embracing the 
State of Mississippi, in the bill referred to; not 
doubting that if the Llouse were disposed to pass 
the bill relating to Alabamaand Illinois, they would 
not object to the proposition for Mississippi. He 
had, however, no objection to the resolution being 
agreed to and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. PLUMMER explained, that the resolu- 
tion embraced other objects, relative to settlement 


Tights, than those referred to by his honorable | 


colleague. 

Mr. CLAY was not at first aware of that, and 
therefore he trusted the resolution would be 
adopted. 

‘The resolution was then agreed to. 


PAY OF THE NAVY. 


On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, a document 


relating to the bill to regulate the pay of the Navy 


of the United States, together with certain amend- || 


ments, proposed to meet the views of the various 


members, were directed to be printed for the use 


of the House. 
JOHN N. REYNOLDS. 


Mr. PEARCE called for the consideration of the 
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| motion made by him on Thursday last to print one || “ia motion of Mr. ASHLEY, 
, thousand extra copies of the reportofMr.J.N.Rey- | 
nolds, relative to certain islands, shoals, &c., in | 


the Pacific ocean, 
Mr. P. said. he had been requested to modify 
| his motion so as to have two thousand extracopies 
of the report printed. Aftera few remarks on the 


importance of the work, Mr. P. so modified his | 


motion. 
Mr. JARVIS said he would like to hear some 


good reason advanced for printing any number of | 
It was not a report 

from a department, but was the printed work of | 
| an individual, which, it seemed, did not possess | 


extra copies of this work. 


in itself sufficient interest to insure its sale, and 


| so it was found desirable to print it at the expense | 
He thought it was high time for | 
that body to stay its hand,and no longer be made | 


of Congress. 


the instrument for printing worthless books. 

Mr. PEARCE said, he believed the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Jarvis} could not have fully 
understood the object of the motion. The report 
in question could not properly be denominated a 
book. It contained information of great import- 
ance to the action of committees of the House, as 
well as individuals engaged in commercial pursuits. 
it was an abstract of information which had been 
collecting from various authentic sources for the 
last twenty or thirty years. All who had ever 
been connected with the important branch of our 
commerce, the interests of which itinvolved, would 
readily admit the high value of the information 
contained in the report. He hoped the House 
would agree to print the extra copies called for. 

Mr. JARVIS replied. 
of the gentleman would be an excellent one to 
induce the House to publish the ** Coast Pilot.” 


|| That was a work of infinite value to mariners; | 


| and if this compilation was of equal value, let the 


compiler publish it at his own expense, and there | 
would be no difficulty in effecting a sufficient sale | 
He repeated, it was high time | 
They had already done | 


to indemnify him. 
for that House to stop. 
enough of this kind of work for individuals. 


Mr. BURGES observed that he would not have || 
said a word upon this resolution, had it not been | 
| for the opposition of the gentleman from Maine, | 


He was astonished that one who 


{Mr. Jarvis.] 


would advocate an appropriation of some fifty | 


thousand dollars for the adornment of the Capitol, 


should oppose the expenditure of a dollar to save | 
the life of the toil-worn and tempest-tossed mariner | 


alone for commerce to open a market for the pro- 
ducts of agriculture. Hie should, therefore, use 
every means te promote the facilities of naviga- 
tion. He would rather advocate an augmentation 
of the number of extra copies than its decrease. 


Mr. PHILLIPS wished to say one word in | 
| favor of this motion. He deemed the information | 
contained in the report of essential importance to | 


the House as well as to those directly engaged in 


navigation. The amount of American tonnage || 


engaged in the commerce of those seas was be- 


lieved to be greater than that of all other nations | 
| put together; and yet all the information possessed | 
|| on the subject, excepting that furnished by indi- | 


|| vidual expense and enterprise, was procured at 
‘| the expense of other Governments. He dwelt on 
the growing importance of this commerce, and 
hoped the motion would prevail. 

‘The question wag then taken; and the motion 
agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


On motion of Mr. REYNOLDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 

| of making an examination or survey of the route 
for the Cumberland road from Vandalia, in the 
State of Illinois, to Alton, in said State, and from 
thence to Jefferson city, in the State of Missouri, 

_and make report to the next Congress. 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Florida, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
| and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
|| expediency of providing for a post route from 
|| Pensacola, by Florida Town, Almirante, Pittman’s 
‘\ Ferry, to Campbeliton. 





| 


GLOBE. 


He said the argument | 


of hiscountry. He asked what interest was more | 
dear to the country than that of its commerce? | 
Gentlemen might talk as ‘they pleased of the pre- | 
dominating influence of agriculture; it remained | 








_ Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


| of reinserting the name of John Davenport, on 


the roll of invalid pensioners. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of causing a survey to be made of the best 
mode of enlarging and improving the harbor of 
Buffalo for the reception and security of vessels 
navigating Lake Erie. 

On motion of Mr. SCHLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from For- 
syth, in Monroe county, by the way of Zebulon, 
to Newnan, in Coweta county, in the State of 
Georgia. 


(| On motion of Mr. DUNLAP, 
|| Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be 


_ instructed to inquire into the expediency of paying 
| Robert Harshall for a horse lost in the Seminole 
war, 

On motion of Mr. HARDIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims inquire 
into the expediency of allowing compensation to 
Samuel Overton, Bernard Fowler, and James 
Green, for horses lost during the late war with 
Great Britain, and that the vouchers to support 
said claims be also referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


| expediency of establishing the State road from 


| Evansville, in the State of Indiana, to Anthony’s 
Ferry, on the Ohio river, and thence to Hender- 
sonville, in Kentucky, as a post road. 

On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of refunding 
to James Herron a sum of money paid by him 
into the Treasury, with leave to report by bill or 
other wise. 

PENSIONERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
BLAIR, viz: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
_atives of the United States in Congress assembled, 

That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby 
| directed to cause to be paid to each pensioner of 

the United States the amount of pension due from 
time to time, whether as an invalid or indigent 
pensioner, at such office or agency as he may 
| select, at which pensions are paid by the United 
| States. , 
| 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. HUBBARD then called for the orders of 
1 the day; which was agreed to. 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
| The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
|| from the Secretary of War, transmitting a state- 
| ment of the appropriations for the War Depart- 
|| ment for the services of the year 1834, showing 
the amount appropriated under each specific head, 
| the amount expended under each, and the balance 
remaining unexpended in the Treasury on the 31st 
| December last, prepared in obedience to the act of 
| May 1, 1820; which letter was read and laid on 
the table. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
|| letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
| report from the Chief Engineer, and showing the 
| amount of the funds which have been applied to 
| the improvement of the Cumberland river, and 
containing further information in relation to ex- 


penditures for the improvement of said river, as 
called for by the House on the 8th of January 
|| instant; which letter and report were referred to 
| the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

| A message in writing was received from the 
|, President of the United States, by Mr. Dongson, 
| his Private Secretary; which was read, and is as 
| 


| follows: 


|| To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
|| With reference to the claim of the grand daugh- 
| ters of the Marshal De Rochambeau, and in 
| addition to the papers formerly communicated 
| relating to the same subject, | now transmit to the 











House of Representatives, for their consideration, | 





I ae en ei 


ONAL GLOB 


The House again resolved itself into the Com- 


a memorial to the Congress of the United States, | mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Hussarp in the chair,) 
from the Countess d’Ambrugade, and the Mar- || and took up and considered the following bills: 


quise de la Goree, together with the letter which | 
accompanied it. Translations of these documents | 
are also sent. ANDREW JACKSON. | 
The message was ordered to be printed and Jie |, 
on the table. | 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. ] 

The bill making appropriations for the civil and | 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year || 


it 
| 
; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1835 was then taken up, read a third time, and | 7 


passed. 

Mr. POLK gave notice that on Wednesday | 
next he should ask leave of the House to proceed | 
to the consideration of the bill regulating the | 
deposite of the money of the United States in 
certain local banks. || 

Mr. HUBBARD also gave notice that on Mon- || 
day next he should ask leave to move that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union on the bill || 
making appropriations for certain harbors. || 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the || 

day, being private bills. | 


| 


A bill for the relief of Robert Abbott and others; 
A bill for the relief of Matthew C. Perry; 
A bill for the relief of E. R. Shubrick; 
A bill for the relief of Biddle, Becktle, and 
others; 
A bill for the relief of John J. Avery; 
A bill for the reiief of Stephen Gatlin; 
A bill for the relief of Theodore Owens; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
homas Clemmons; | 
A bill for the relief of S. Morris Whaler and 
Henry Percival; 
A bill for the relief of Shubael Conant; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


| Aaron Smith; 


A bill for the relief of Thomas Ball; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Hargrave Lee; 

A bill for the relief of William Haskell and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Breed; 

A bill for the relief of George Davenport; 

A bill for the relief of John Carmack; and 

A bill for the relief of Abijah King. 

All of which bills were severally reported to the 


The question pending being the further consid- |, House without amendment. 


eration, in Committee of the Whole, of the bill | 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Richard | 
W. Meade, 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, said he hoped | 
the friends of that bill would consent to its tempo- 
rary postponement, for he feared if it was taken | 
up no other business would be acted on during the 
day. e 


After some conversation between the CHAIR, | 


Messrs. WHITTLESEY, POLK, ARCHER, || 


HUBBARD, MANN, of New York, and VIN- | 
TON, the bills for the relief of Richard W. Meade, 


George Gibson, and Mervin P. Mix, were, for || 


the present, laid aside; and “ | 
The House, on motion of Mr. WHITTLE- 

SEY, of Ohio, resolved itself into a Committee of 

the Whole, (Mr. Warp in the chair,) and pro: 


ceeded to take up and consider the following bills- 
| amended, was then taken up. 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Butler; 

{Mr. FULTON moved to amend the bill by a 
further appropriation for the loss of a wagon, 
horse, &c. Agreed to.]} 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Swain; 

A bill to refund David Watkinson & Co. a part 
of the duties imposed on aquantity of tin and iron 
imported by them; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Putnam; 


A bilt for the relief of the heirs of William | 


Pollard; 

A bill for the relief of Sutten Stephens; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Dixon & Co.; 

A bill for the relief of John Fraser & Co., of 
Charleston, South Carolina; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Barton; 

A bill for the relief of Noah Chittenden; 

{Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, proposed an amend- | 
ment to the bill to pay the pension therein pro- 
vided for, to the widow of Noah Chittenden, who 
had died since the bill was reported; which was | 

reed to. 

A bill for the relief of Job Bass; 


|| Mr. MANN, of New York, 


The committee also took up and considered the 


|| following; which were severally reported to the 
|| House with amendments: 


ints bill for the relief of Lieutenant Mervin P. 
1X} 

A bill for the relief of William Lawrence; 

A bill for the relief of William Marcus; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Baker. 

The committee then rose and reported the bills 
to the House. 

The amendment to the bill for the relief of Lieu- 
tenant Mervin P. Mix was concurred in. 

The further consideration of the bills for the 


relief of William Lawrence, Isaac Baker, Abijah || 


King, and John Carmack, was postponed till F'ri- | 
day next. 
The bill for the relief of William Marcus, as 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. VINTON made remarks thereon, and 
Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas, rejoined; but before 
the questi »n was taken, the House, on motion of 


Adjourned till Monday, at eleven o’clock, a.m. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 2, 1835. 


| 
| 
| 
The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- | 


of the act of May 1, 1820, showing the amount | 
| of appropriations for that department for the year | 


|| 1834. 


|| Mayor of the city of Boston, remonstrating against 


| an appropriation; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Finance. 


{Some conversation ensued on the principle | 


embraced in this bill between Messrs. CLAY, 
VINTON, GARLAND, and PARKER, who 
moved a proviso, which was agreed to.] 

A bill for the relief of Samuel H. Doxey; 

A bill for the relief of John Herrick; 

A bill granting a pension to Job Wood; 

A bill for the relief of Asa Armington and | 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Dominick Lynch; 

A bill for the relief of David Kincaid; and 

A bill for the relief of Stevens Smithand others | 

The committee then rose and reported the sev-_ 
eral bills to the House. 

The bills for the relief of Asa Armington and | 
others, David Watkinson & Co., Job Bass, and 


} 
| 


Noah Chittenden, were, on motion, postponed till | 


Friday next. 
The House agreed to the amendment of the com- | 
mittee to the bill for the relief of Samuel Butler. | 
All the above bills (except the four postponed) | 
were then ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading. 








|| ment of the Illinois river. 


| 
1} 
i} 
| 


He also communicated a memorial from the | 


the refusal to make an appropriation for repairing 
the fortifications on Castle [sland, and asking such 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial from 


|| citizens of Michigan City for the improvement of || 


their harbor and the establishment of a port of | 
entry there; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce. 

Also,a memorial and joint resolutions from the | 
Legislature of Indiana, praying for the improve- 
Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from im- | 


| 
' 
| 
| 


chants, traders,and dry goods dealers, of Philadel- | 


|| phia, praying Congress to establish a standard of | 
weights and measures throughout the Union, and | 


a uniform mode of applying and conformin 
the same. 
Judiciary. 
Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from inhab- 
itants of Louisville, Kentucky, praying Congress 
to take stock in the Louisville and Portland canal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
| and Canals. 
| Other petitions of a private nature were pre- 
| sented by Messrs. BENTON, KING of Alabama, 
| KANE, and KENT. 





|| © worth 


|| ter from the War Department, made in pursuance | 


porters, auctioneers, commission merchants, mer- | 


183 


E. 


(Mr. Benton presented a memorial from the 
expatriated Poles, praying for some alterations in 
the law passed by Congress last session, giving 
them land. } 

THE GLOBE—MR, CALHOUN., 


Mr. CALHOUN arose, holding in bis hand a 


| copy of the Globe newspaper, and desired that 
| the Secretary of the Senate should be required to 


read a paragraph which he (Mr. C.) referred to. 

The following paragraph from the Globe was 
then read: 

** We were informed by Mr. Wilson, the keeper 
‘ of the Rotundo, that he had frequently observed 
* this man about the Capitol—so frequently that he 
‘had become an object of curiosity to him; that he 
‘had endeavored to draw him into conversation, 
‘but found him taciturn and unwilling to talk. 
‘Whether Lawrence has caught, in his visits to 
‘the Capitol, the mania which has prevailed 
* during the two last sessions in the Senate; wheth- 
‘er he has become infatuated with the chimeras 
‘ which have troubled the brains of ge disay pointed 
‘and ambitious orators who have depicted the 
‘ President as a Cesar who ought to have a Bru- 
‘tus; as a Cromwell, a Nero,a Tiberius, we know 
‘not. If no secret conspiracy has prompted the per pe- 
‘ tration of the horrid deed, we think it not improb- 
‘able that some delusion of intellect has grown 
‘out of his visits to the Capitol, and that hearing 
‘despotism, and every horrible mischief threat- 
‘ened to the Republic, and revolution and all its 


|| § train of calamities imputed as the necessary con- 
| ‘sequence of the President’s measures, it may be 


‘that the infatuated man fancied he had reason to 
‘become his country’s avenger. If he had heard 
‘and believed Mr. Calhoun’s speech the day be- 
‘fore yesterday, he would have found in it ample 


|| ‘justification for his attempt on one who was repre- 
| €gented as the cause of the most dreadful calami- 


‘ties to the nation; as one who made perfect rot- 
‘tenness and corruption to pervade the vitals of 
‘the Government, insomuch that it was scarcely 
reserving, if it were possible.’’ 

Mr. C. said that he rose to make afew remarks 
on the article which had just been read—not in 
reference to himself, but on its political bearing and 
character. 

There are some things of themselves so insig- 
nificant as to be undeserving of notice, but which, 
in connexion with others, may become important. 
Such was the present. Whatever may be the 
character of the paper which contains the article; 
however base and prostitute, it is the known, 
authentic, and established organ of the Executive, 
sustained by its power, and pampered by its 
hands. 

In noticing the article, I pass by the base insin- 
uation that it contains, and will confine my re- 
marks to the new principles in ethics and politics 
which it asserts. What this principle is, no one 
who read thearticle can doubt. It asserts that he 

| who denounces abuses and corruption, be they 
ever so great, instigates assassination! And what 
description of denunciation is considered as j:sti- 
| fying an assassination is not left to doubt. As if 
| to remove all uncertainty on this point the article 
refers to my femarks the other day. I allude not 
to this reference, with a view of defending myself, 
for I require no defence; but for illustrating the 


|| new code of political morals announced through 
|| the Executive organ. 


It asserts that had he who 
has attempted the life of the Chief Magistrate 
been present and heard what | said, he would have 
been justified in doing what he attempted; and of 

| course, if 1 had made such declarations voluntarily 
as would have justified the attempt, the inference 

| would follow that I was the instigator of the crime. 

Now, — Mr. C.,) what were the circum- 
stances of the case? The Post Office report was 
under consideration. It had made extraordinary 


g to | disclosures of abuses and corruption in that branch 


Referred to the Committee on the | of the Administration; abuses and corruption con- 


ceded, acknowledged, and denied by none, not 
'| even the supporters of the Administration. These 
|| [ denounced, and at the same time expressed my 
|| conviction that abuses and corruption were not 
|| limited to that particular branch, but extended to 
|| almost every department of the Administration; 
| but which I attributed more to the working of the 
| political machine at this time than to the miscon- 
| duct of those who administer the Government, as 
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this which the Executive organ has authoritatively | a similar report on the petition of John Spots- 


asserted would justify assassination. 

To what are we coming? In the first place, | 
it is contended that the Senate has no right to 
express its opinion upon any misconduct of the | 
Executive, because, forsooth, we may become his | 
judges in a trial of impeachment—acting on this 
sophism,a resolution on our Journals condemning 
his unconstitutional acts must be expunged. Be 
itso; what next? It follows asa clear consequence 
that we are not individually to condemn the con- | 
duet of the Executive, in debate, for an expres- | 
sion of an opinion individually as much disqualifies 
ae a vote upon a resolution. Now, another step 
is taken still higher! still bolder! We are told 
that to denounce the abuse of the Administration, 
even in general terms, without personal reference, 
is to instigate the assassination of the Chief Ma- 
gistrate. 

Mr. C. entreated Senators to pause and reflect. 
Can they fail in all this to see the near approach of 
irresponsible despotic power? In looking around, 
he beheld mai? Senators in the ranks of the Ad- 
ministration, of whose patriotism he could not 
dyubt. He would, in particular, ask them what 
is to come of all this, and whether it is not time 
to halt? Did they not see that the necessary con- 


sequence is to degrade the Senate to the humble || 


instrument of Executive power—to deprive it of 


change in our political institutions? 

On my part, (said Mr. C.,) [cannot be mistaken. | 
I see in all this an approaching catastrophe. I 
again repeat what I asserted on another occasion | 
—that reform, thorough, radical reform, revolu- 
tion is inevitable—there is no other alternative. I 


fully comprehend the crisis in which I speak and || 


act. I have made up my mind as to my duty. I 
am no candidate for any office—I neither seek nor 
desire place—nothing shall intimidate—nothing 
shall prevent me from what I believe is due to my 
conscience and my country. 


REPORTS, RESOLUTIONS, ETC. | 


Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Thornton Taylor. 


Also,a bill for the relief of the legal representa- || 


tives of N. P. Horner, deceased. 

Also,a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of James Bell, deceased; which were seve- 
rally read the first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. PORTER: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing by law for the transpor- 


tation of a daily mail between New Orleans and | 


Mobile. 


By Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciar 
inquire into the expediency of annexing the fourth 
circuit to the third judicial circuit, and of so ar- | 
ranging the circuit system, as to extend its bene- | 
fits to all the States, by seven or more circuits. | 


ty Mr. WAGGAMAN: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
further providing by law against the evasions of 
the tariff on refined and other sugars. 


By Mr. CLAYTON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
more clearly defining by law the crime of revolt | 
in the crews of American ships within the admi- | 
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United States; 
of abolishing the capital — now provided 
by the act of the 30ch of April, 1790, for that of- 
fence; and of substituting a milder punishment for 
it; which, on motion, was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON, pursuant to notice, and on 
leave given, introduced a bill to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to compromise the claims 
of the United States on the Alleghany Bank 
of Pennsylvania; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Ciaims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of John B. White, 


| 








| 


‘| annually, for five years, to the city of 


| certain loans made to the Chesapeake and Ohio 
/Canal Company. This bill also provides for the | 
| relinquishment of the stock now owned by 


| the state of the printing ordered to be done by 





| 


' of | writing: 
its usefulness, and ultimately to work an entire | 








wood; which were concurred in. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill maki 
against offences committed on the high seas against | 
the United States; which wag read the first time | 
and ordered to a second reading. 


is ____ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





provision by law | 


| 
Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice, and on | 


leave given, introduced a joint resolution, repeal- | 
ing a joint resolution of Congress with regard to 
the election of printer; which was read the first 
time and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
making an appropriation for the purchase of cer- 
tain paintings now in this city. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on the || 


District of Columbia, reported a bill granting 
ashing- 
ton, $70,000, to the city of Alexandria, $17,500, 


and to Georgetown, , towards extinguishing 





the 








| 
| 


i 








February 2. 








Mr. GRUNDY said that the bill was framed 
principally op Se majority of the committee; that 
the minority had some amendments to offer; which . 
on —. motion, were received and ordered to be 
printed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, after which 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 2, 1835. 

Several memorials, ya during the last 
week by Mr. DICKSON, from citizens of New 
York, praying the abolition of slavery within the 
District of, Columbia, and a petition ham Oneida 
on the same subject, came up for consideration. 

Mr. D. addressed the House at great length in 
favor of the prayer of the petitions, and the pro- 
rz: justice, and expediency of some legislation 

y Congress thereon. Mr. D. contended that 
neither the Old and New Testaments, the heathen 
philosophy, or the Declaration of Independence, 
recognised a difference of color in the rights of 
man. He also cited the laws of the District, as 


said cities in that canal to the United States. The || derived from the State of Maryland, at the cession 


| bill was read the first time and ordered to a second 
| reading. 


Mr. BENTON offered the following motion in 


That the Secretary of the Senaie inquire into 


the Senate during the last and present session, and 
report at about what time each piece of printing | 
will be completed; which was agreed to. 


day, when the following resolutions, heretofore 
offered, were taken up and agreed to: 
By Mr. PRENTISS: 


sneliet, Fak the: Syaioent OS seamested 20 7 but maintained the full and complete power of 


| 


| 
| 


thereof, and contended that the slave-trade, as at 
present carried on here, was worse in its features 
and its effects than that of Africa. While the 
trade was made piracy in almost every country in 
Europe, even under despotic Governments, it was 
fostered and nourished at the seat of the General 
Government of the greatest Republic on earth. 
In all other Republics, slavery iteelf had been 


| abolished, and on the whole southern continent of 


| communicate to the Senate the correspondence | 
| which passed between the Governments of the | 
| United States and Spain, through their respective | 


| Ministers or agents, in the negotiation of the late 
| treaty between the two Governments, together 


| with the instructions given to the Ministers of the || 
| United States, from time to time, in the course of | 
the negotiation, or so much of said correspond- | 
|| ence and instructions as it may not be incompati- | 


ble with the public interest to communicate. 

By Mr. MOORE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 


|| making a. suitable appropriation, to aid in the 


erection of a court-house, now in progress in 


for the accommodation of the district court of the 
| United States, holden at that place. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


a post route from Greensville, by Recovery, Ohio, 


|| to Huntington, Indiana; a post route from Yellow 


river post office to Laporte; a post route from 


| Monticello; and a post route from Logansport, by 
Turkey Creek Prairie and Goshen, to White 
Pigeon, in Michigan Territory. 

The following resolution being under consid- 
eration: 
| ‘* Resolved, That the General Post Office is 
| «deeply in debt—its affairs in great disorder—its 
| accounts and reports irregular, unsatisfactory, 
| ‘and in many instances untrue—that large sums of 
| * public money have been wasted and paid over to 








Madison county, Alabama, in order to provide | 


expediency of establishing a post route from | 
Marion to Huntington; thence toGoshen, Indiana; | 


| Kirk’s Cross Road, by Frankfort and Delphi, to | 


‘ favored individuals upon false pretences, and that | ‘ 
‘ its conduct and administration are justly the sub- || lay the whole subject on the table, and upon this 


The Senate then proceeded to the order of the |, America, with the exception of the absolute Gov- 


ernment of the Brazils, it had ceased to exist. 
Mr. D. disclaimed for himself, and for the peti- 

tioners, any intention of interfering then or there- 

after, with the powers of the State governments, 


Congress over the subject within the District. 
His object, in the motion he intended to make to 


refer the subject to a select committee, was, that 


| in consequence of a majority of the committees on 


the District of Columbia being from slave holding 


| States, no action had ever been made on similar 
_ petitions referred to it. 


He then referred to re- 
ports, &c., made by former committees, to a peti- 


| tion from upwards of one thousand inhabitants of 


the District, owing, he said, more than a moiety 
of its property, for the abolitio n of slavery there- 
in, and to a presentation of the grand jury of 
Alexandria, some years since, declaring the trade 


'to be a nuisance, from all of which he affirmed 


that to grant the prayer of the petitions he now 
presented would conduce to the benefit and pros- 
perity of the District itself. 

The question of order, as to whether the honor- 
able member could go into the merits merely on 
the presentation of a petition, was raised by Mr. 


| CHINN, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. BOON, but over- 


ruled by the CHAIR, on the ground that the peti- 





tion having laid over from a former day, and em- 
bracing matters of great importance, remarks 
thereon were in order so long as the House itself 
did not interpose. 

Mr. DICKSON moved that the petitions be re- 





| * jects of public complaint, and demand a radical | 
|| ordered, 


HS reform’’— 


| Mr. CLAY@ON suggested that its discussion | 
| might occupy some considerable time, and, as he | 
| had given notice on a former day, he now moved | 


that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


| executive business; when, 


Cn motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the resolu- | 


of the day for, to-morrow. 


| 
} 


ferred to a select committee and printed. 

Mr. CHINN said that he did not rise to defend 
the course pursued by the present committee, nor 
by apy former Committee of the District of Colum- 
bia, upon the subject of this memorial. He hoped 
that neither the present, nor any other committee, 
required any such defence. Nor did he mean to 
disturb the deep sympathy, nor thetender mercies, 
of the gentleman from New York, still less of the 
eight hundred fair memorialists who had made the 
gentleman their champion. He only moved to 


question he asked the yeas and nays; which were 


Mr. DENNY inquired if they could be called 
up hereafter. 
The CHAIR replied, it was in the power of the 
House to call up the subject whenever it thought 
| proper. 
he question was then taken by yeas and nays, 


|| tion was postponed to and made tke special order | and resulted as follows: Yeas 117, nays 77. 


So the House determined to lay the petitions 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill for reor- | and the motion to refer the same to a select com- 


| ganizing the General Post Office was taken up. 


| mittee on the table. 








